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By Commissioner Coxe

coxeh-00096-17 201773
A proposal to amend
Section 15 of Article I of the State Constitution to
require circuit court review before a state attorney
may pursue prosecution of a child as an adult in

criminal court.

Be It Proposed by the Constitution Revision Commission of

Florida:

Section 15 of Article I of the State Constitution is
amended to read:

ARTICLE I
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 15. Prosecution for crime; offenses committed by
children.—

(a) No person shall be tried for capital crime without
presentment or indictment by a grand jury, or for other felony
without such presentment or indictment or an information under
oath filed by the prosecuting officer of the court, except
persons on active duty in the militia when tried by courts
martial.

(b) It is the policy of this state that, because children

are more neurologically, psychologically, and emotionally

underdeveloped than adults, the state attorney must petition the

circuit court for approval if he or she decides to pursue

prosecution of a child as an adult in criminal court rather than

in juvenile court. The circuit court must consider the

differences in the development of adults and children in

determining whether to approve a state attorney’s decision to
prosecute a child as an adult in criminal court. Whenr—authorized
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