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Admin

From: Dianne Krumel <dkrumel@cox.net>
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 2:33 PM
To: Admin
Subject: Dianne Krumel in support of Proposal 91 that would Ban Oil and Gas Drilling in Florida 

Waters.docx
Attachments: I am here to speak in support of Proposal 91 that would Ban Oil and Gas Drilling in 

Florida Waters.docx

Attached are my comments in support of  proposal 91. Please share with the other CRC members.  
 
Dianne Krumel 
Concerned Citizen Escambia County  
2420 Bluffs Circle  
Pensacola, FL 32503 
850‐572‐8235  



Dianne Krumel 

2420 Bluffs Circle Pensacola, FL 32502  850-572-8235   

I am here to speak in support of Proposal 91 that would Ban Oil and Gas Drilling in 
Florida Waters.  

I have lived in Pensacola for more than 58 years and have grown up here, loving 
our beaches.  

I’m going to talk about the almighty dollar, because it’s always money that wins 
over people and the environment. But maybe money won’t win this time. Maybe 
the idea of money, or should I say the idea of losing money, will keep oil drilling 
off our Florida coast. Tourism is the number 1 industry in Florida. It’s the major 
economic driver in our economy. A record 97 million tourists visited Florida in 
2014. But you want to know what can kill tourism and the millions of dollars those 
tourist bring to Florida overnight>> another BP oil spill on our Florida coast.  

I witnessed firsthand the horrible effects and consequences of the BP Oil spill in 
2010 right here on our beloved Pensacola Beaches. It almost killed our tourist 
industry here that year. It was a devastating blow to our local economy and many 
people from waitresses to businesses owners, to hotels and condo rentals 
suffered as a result. 

 I saw the heart breaking oil covering our beautiful snow white beaches, the dead 
birds covered in oil, the dead dolphins washed up on our beaches. The BP oil spill 
dealt a major blow to the fishing industry.  What we still don’t know is the long 
term affect this will have on our environment. What the oil industry is hoping is 
out of sight, out of mind. But for those of us who lived through the BP oil spill 
nightmare, it will NEVER be out of mind.   

And to make matters worse,  trump wants to open virtually all federal waters 

to offshore drilling even as his administration is working to relax safety 

regulations designed to prevent a repeat of the BP oil spill. 



The changes aim to reduce "unnecessary regulatory burdens" on offshore oil and 
gas drilling in response to trump’s orders to reduce regulatory costs and increase 
domestic energy production, according to the proposed rule.  

One of the key lessons from the BP oil spill, the biggest in American history, was 
to create a powerful agency charged with safeguarding offshore drilling. 
Barely seven years later, this Interior Department regulator is changing its tune 
under Trump. Instead of focusing exclusively on safety, the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement now promote pumping more offshore oil and gas. 
 

I’m going to read to you a statement by Senator Nelson:  

"This shouldn't be about politics; this is about protecting Florida's coastline. Gov. 
Scott and the trump administration both have a history of supporting expanding 
drilling off of Florida's coast. And just days after  Interior Secretary Zinke puts out 
a plan to open up nearly all of the waters off of Florida's coast to drilling, he and 
Scott hold a hastily put together press conference in the Tallahassee airport to tell 
Floridians: Don't worry, Florida will be safe – and we're supposed to take their 
word on it? If Florida really is safe, why do the maps that Interior is using at its 
public meetings still show Florida's waters open to drilling? I have fought my 
entire life to keep drilling away from Florida's coast and I'm certainly not going to 
stop now. If Secretary Zinke really wants to 'take Florida off the table' he could do 
so right now, by simply rescinding the current five-year drilling plan." 

The risk of off shore oil drilling far outweighs the rewards. This is why I am asking 
you to support Proposal 91, to put it on the ballot and let people vote to keep oil 
drilling off our beaches.  

  

 

http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/13/world/oil-spills-fast-facts/index.html?iid=EL
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