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1           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  I'd like to

2      welcome everybody to the 2017-2018 Constitution

3      Revision Committee, commonly known as the CRC.

4      My name is Carlos Beruff and I was appointed by

5      Governor Rick Scott to chair this commission.

6      It's actually pretty neat to talk to people.

7      Listening is a lot more fun than talking.  So

8      this is our second meeting.  Our first was in

9      Orlando.  We had a great turn out and we hope

10      that we have lots of people who want to come

11      and talk to us because this is the most simple

12      process for a citizen to make a difference and

13      change the Constitution of Florida, unique to

14      Florida.  I'd to thank Florida International

15      University for hosting us in this wonderful

16      setting and for all the work that you did in

17      preparing for this meeting.  I was born in

18      Miami, so I'm pretty familiar with the area.  I

19      used to fly airplanes here 50 years ago when

20      there was an airport.  A long time ago.

21           We are here to listen to you.  That's the

22      only thing we're here to do today.  And we will

23      go to these meetings across the state and we'll

24      start formulating what's important to

25      Floridians.  The CRC was established -- this
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1      is.  The third meeting in 40 years.  Pretty

2      unique.  But I like it because you can cut

3      through all the nonsense and speak to this

4      group of people, these commissioners, who will

5      represent you in anything that makes a

6      difference in the future of Florida like

7      changing the Constitution and -- it all about.

8      If you'd like to submit anything to us, we have

9      an email address and all of those things, but

10      it's sort of much nicer to hear, you know, with

11      your own words.  We also have translators here

12      that will -- for those of you who want to speak

13      to us and don't want to speak in English, if

14      you want to speak in other language except

15      Spanish, they will be happy to participate.

16      There's two microphones in the room, one on

17      each aisle.  When you come up -- I'm going to

18      call you in groups of three and then we can

19      keep the flow moving.  Other than that,

20      welcome.  And I am going to be turning it over

21      for the invocation to Commissioner Levesque.

22           AUDIENCE:  Mr. Chairman, can we have

23      someone in Spanish make a clear --

24           MR. BERUFF:  Do we want to translate what

25      I just said into Spanish?
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1           All right.  Are we good now?  I think

2      we're good.  So, for invocation we'll go to

3      Commissioner Levesque.

4           MS. LEVESQUE:  Thank you.  Dear Heavenly

5      Father, thank you so much for this day.  We

6      thank you for your blessings and your mercy and

7      for the health and creation and mind that

8      you've given to us.  I ask that you bless the

9      commission hearing this evening, and the

10      commissioners, give us open hearts, give us

11      open minds to listen to the public testimony.

12      I ask that you bless every single individual

13      who comes to share and give us input into this

14      process.  Bless them for taking the time out to

15      engage in this civic discourse.  Thank you for

16      your many blessings, and I just ask all these

17      things in your name.  Amen.

18           MR. BERUFF:  Now if we can all stand for

19      the Pledge of Allegiance.  Thank you.

20                     (Thereupon the Pledge of

21                     Allegiance was recited and the

22                     proceedings continued as

23                     follows:)

24           MR. BERUFF:  I'd like to take a moment and

25      introduce, starting to my right, the
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1      commissioners that are on this commission with

2      me.  First is Commissioner Karlinsky,

3      Commissioner Heuchan, Commissioner Gamez,

4      Commissioner Nocco, to my right.  To my left,

5      everybody knows our famous Commissioner Bondi,

6      Commissioner Smith, Commissioner Cerio,

7      Commissioner Coxe, Commissioner Gainey.  And

8      then behind me from right to left we have

9      Commissioner Armas, Commissioner Martinez,

10      Commissioner Gaetz, Commissioner Schifino,

11      Commissioner Kruppenbacher, Commissioner

12      Newsome, Commissioner Nunez, Commissioner

13      Stewart, Commissioner Solari, Commissioner

14      Thurlow-Lippisch, Commissioner Timmann,

15      Commissioner Carlton, Commissioner Donalds

16      twice because I missed her last week,

17      Commissioner Joyner, Commissioner Stemberger,

18      and Commissioner Levesque.  Thank you all for

19      being here today.  I know it's a lot of

20      traveling.  The Miami traffic is infamous, so.

21           With that, we're going to bring our first

22      speaker forward and that is Ashley Kerduge

23      (phonetic).  Please come -- when you come to

24      the -- to the microphone, if you'll announce

25      your name so we can get it down correct, that

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

8

1      would be great.  And you have two minutes.

2           MS. VERDUGO:  Mr. Chairman, members of the

3      commission, I am Ashley Verdugo, social media

4      director of Christian Family Coalition in

5      Florida.  My organization represents half a

6      million fair minded, pro-life, pro-family

7      voters.  The original intent of Article 1,

8      Section 23 of the Privacy Clause of the Florida

9      Constitution which I'm sure you're aware of

10      approved by the Florida voters was to protect

11      themselves from the government's ability to

12      gather personal information through technology.

13      In 1989 the Privacy Clause was used as an

14      excuse to create a fundamental right to

15      abortion for minors.  The Florida Supreme Court

16      engaged in judicial acronysm [SIC] by ignoring

17      the original intent and the will of the people.

18      Now all of you as members of the Constitutional

19      Revision Commission have the opportunity to

20      remedy this great injustice.  Article 1,

21      Section 21 of the Florida Constitution clearly

22      states, all political power is inherent with

23      the people.  Article 1, Section 21 of the

24      Florida State Constitution clearly states, all

25      political power is inherent with the people.
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1      This was not the case in 1989 when the clause

2      was misused and created a faith right to

3      abortion and has not been the case since.  It

4      is time to return the political inherent power

5      back to the people.  Thank you.

6           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  Mayor Greg Ross

7      and -- I don't want to mispronounce this,

8      P-I-Y-U-S-H, Agrawal will be after that, thank

9      you, and after that Susan Windmiller.  Go

10      ahead.

11           MR. ROSS:  Good evening.  I'm Greg Ross,

12      Mayor of Cooper City, located in Broward County

13      and president of Broward League of Cities.  It

14      is my pleasure to be here tonight representing

15      the 31 cities in Broward County, as well as the

16      412 cities of the Florida League of Cities.  I

17      would like to thank each and every one of you

18      for your service as a member of the State

19      Constitution Revision Commission.  Your

20      commitment to serve our state as a commissioner

21      is truly admirable and very much appreciated.

22      It is great to see Commissioner Smith whom I've

23      had the opportunity with -- excuse me -- the

24      opportunity to work with over the years.  I do

25      stand before with one goal that Florida's
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1      municipalities want you to know is our priority

2      as it relates to the Florida Constitution, that

3      is to protect and preserve our home rule

4      authority.  We believe that local control and

5      the concept that government closest to the

6      people governs best.  Since 1968 home rule

7      powers have been a part of our state

8      Constitution.  Local elected officials are

9      unique in that the services and operations we

10      govern are the foremost concerns of our

11      residents.  Public safety, parks, recreation,

12      solid waste, zoning, et cetera are all

13      components of our resident's daily lives and we

14      are proud to deliver quality products and

15      services that meet the unique needs of each of

16      our cities.  Florida cities offer many choices

17      to citizens and this is one of the reasons why

18      people move to our great state.  From the

19      southern end of our state, Key West, to the

20      northern city of Destin, our cities offer

21      varying lifestyles.  This is not by accident.

22      It occurs because local government that best

23      represents a community's values, culture, and

24      vision.  Local government meetings are held

25      several times a month our residents to often
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1      engage.  They have the opportunity to voice

2      their opinions and thoughts in our decision

3      making process without having to leave their

4      hometown.  We truly are partners in creating

5      cities that residents are proud to call home.

6      On behalf of the Broward and Florida League of

7      Cities who stand ready to assist you in any way

8      possible.  We have many successful --

9           MR. BERUFF:  -- you need to wrap up.

10           MR. ROSS:  30 seconds -- of how local

11      control would have been used to solve local

12      issues.  We also have data and statics that

13      could be helpful to you.  And in closing, we

14      ask that you remember that home rule authority

15      has been a part of our Constitution for almost

16      50 years.  We've been elected by our residents

17      to make sure their cities thrive and prosper

18      and home rule authority allows us to do that,

19      so please, protect, preserve this very

20      important public policy.  Thank you.

21           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  You may --

22           MR. AGRAWAL:  Mr. Chairman, Honorable

23      Commissioners, my name is Piyush Agrawal and I

24      am going to talk about -- Article 1, Section 2.

25      I am a proud citizen of USA, the country which
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1      is the torch bearer of upholding the human

2      rights.  The Section 2 in the basic rights in

3      Florida's Constitution does not to conform to

4      U.S. standards.  I wanted to bring this

5      contradiction.  In practice no harm has been

6      done yet in the State of Florida despite the

7      existence of the phrase, and I quote, except

8      that the ownership, inheritance, disposition

9      and possession of real property by aliens

10      ineligible for citizenship may be regulated and

11      prohibited by law.  The definition of

12      citizenship has been changing -- the phrase in

13      question may have had some relevance in the

14      distant past, but in today's times it has no --

15           MR. BERUFF:  Excuse me.  If you get a

16      little bit closer to that microphone.

17           MR. AGRAWAL:  Okay, sir.  Thank you very

18      much.  The phrase in question may have had some

19      relevance in the distant past, but in today's

20      time it has no place in the Constitution of a

21      progressive state like Florida.  As a point of

22      information, Florida is the only state in the

23      union that still has this discriminatory

24      language in the Constitution.  In the past

25      several attempts have been made to bring this
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1      issue of the attention in the legislature.

2      Bills have been proposed, but nothing has

3      happened.  There's a reason the commission

4      exists.  We are grateful to CRC to call it a

5      listening tour.  And, sir, ladies and

6      gentleman, all the commissioners, if you are

7      listening, I want one simple request, to kindly

8      delete this phrase which is -- which presents

9      racism and discrimination practice, Section 2

10      of Article 1.

11           MR. BERUFF:  Would you please turn that in

12      also for our records?

13           MR. AGRAWAL:  Yes, sir.

14           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you very much.  Yes,

15      ma'am.

16           MS. WINDMILLER:  Good afternoon, Chairman

17      Beruff and commissioners.  My name is Susan

18      Windmiller and I'm president of the League of

19      Women Voters of Miami-Dade County.  Changing

20      our state's guiding documents to our

21      Constitution is serious and important.  The

22      work of your commission is powerful.  As you

23      have already said, this is the third time that

24      the CRC has been convened in Florida.  The CRC

25      must conduct its business in the sunshine with
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1      open meetings and open records.  After all,

2      we're the sunshine state, where we do business

3      in the sunshine.  It is absolutely vital that

4      the CRC now act with complete commitment to

5      transparency, that all activities and records

6      be open, and that you act with full knowledge

7      of your responsibility to ensure maximum public

8      participation.  That means that meetings and

9      hearings and opportunities for public input

10      must be scheduled with ample time to ensure the

11      most public participation.  Once your proposals

12      are crafted, they must be made available to the

13      public with time again for the opportunities to

14      review and comment before any votes are cast on

15      ballots.  Mr. Chairman and commissioners, we

16      are watching, the League of Women Voters and

17      all our partners across the great State of

18      Florida and all of our citizens.  We are

19      encouraging all Florida voters to be involved

20      and regularly visit your website, flcrc.gov,

21      for announcements of meetings, proposals, and

22      commission activities.  Ultimately government

23      of, by, and for the people works when the

24      leaders open their doors to the public.

25           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  The next three
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1      speakers are Mario Landera, Cynthia Wheeler,

2      and Margarita, Maggie, Fernandez.

3           While you're coming up to the podium, I

4      don't want to take your time in your two

5      minutes, so we appreciate your thanks for us

6      participating in this process, but it's the job

7      we signed for, so if you want to get directly

8      to your subject, it's better for you and for

9      us.  Thank you.

10           MR. LANDERA:  My name Mario Landera and

11      I'm a volunteer with the American Cancer

12      Society Cancer Action Network, or ACSCAN.

13      ACSCAN is a non-profit, non-partisan advocacy

14      affiliate of the American Cancer Society

15      supporting evidence based policy and

16      legislative solutions designed to eliminate

17      cancer as a major health problem.  I'm here

18      today to speak in support of two tobacco

19      control related amendments.  Article 10,

20      Section 20 of the Florida Constitution was

21      passed in 2002 by more than 70 percent of

22      Florida voters.  The amendment prohibits

23      smoking in most indoor work places including

24      restaurants.  Prior to the implementation of

25      this amendment, each stating nearly 800,000
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1      private sector employees, nearly 2 million

2      diners, and about 1 million restaurant

3      employees were exposed to second hand smoke.

4      Making most indoor work places in the state

5      free from tobacco smoke has improved public

6      health for workers and patrons.  Article 10,

7      Section 27 was passed in 2006 by more than 60

8      percent of Florida voters.  The amendment

9      mandates that the state allocate a portion of

10      tobacco settlement money for tobacco

11      prevention.  Most of you are probably familiar

12      with the resulting program called Tobacco Free

13      Florida.  In 2006 the adult smoking rate was

14      21.  In 2016 it was down to 15.8 percent, the

15      lowest it has ever been.  Since Tobacco Free

16      Florida was created, the youth smoking rate has

17      decreased from 10.6 percent in 2006 to 3

18      percent in 2015; that's an astounding 71

19      percent decrease.  While the program has made

20      remarkable progress, smoking remains a leading

21      cause of preventable disease and death and

22      7,400 Floridians continue to become smokers

23      each year.  ASCCAN stands ready to provide

24      additional information as needed.  Thank you.

25           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  Cynthia.
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1           MS. WHEELER:  Yes, Cynthia Wheeler.  I'm

2      here to ask that you abandon or modify Article

3      5, Section 12 of the Florida Constitution

4      related to confidentiality of complaints and

5      judicial misconduct.  Bad judges are past

6      around like pedophile -- they start in criminal

7      court and if they show out there, they transfer

8      them to family court where there are no

9      recorders, then they transfer them to juvenile

10      court.  Five years, 2,000 cases, 2.2 million

11      dollars and kick backs -- two judges sentenced

12      to prison for 28 years for selling kids to a

13      juvenile correction facility.  There are red

14      flags, but those red flags were held behind the

15      confidentiality extended to complaints of

16      judicial misconduct.  And to this day those

17      judges are in prison, but we don't know why

18      Pennsylvania Board of Judicial Misconduct

19      didn't address those issues.  If those issues

20      were before the public, we would have put --

21      connected the dots sooner.  Florida has the

22      same confidentiality in its Constitution and we

23      need to have more transparency.  We can protect

24      judges by providing a confidential -- to each

25      judge for which the -- is the keeper of the
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1      record and publish that the judge has 1

2      complaint or 100 complaints.  We don't know.

3      We have to trust that the JQC is doing their

4      job, and the JQC has surreptitiously modified

5      Florida's Constitution.  The JQC Investigative

6      Panel is the only panel with the authority to

7      determine -- it is composed of 4 judges, 2

8      attorneys, and 3 citizens.  They have changed

9      it to screening staff from 2012 JQC report to

10      the 2014.  They didn't do one in 2013.  I have

11      that in here for you all to screening staff.

12      And when you put on your critical thinking

13      skills and deductive reason, it's the 2

14      secretaries.  Now, that panel is 4 judges and 2

15      attorneys because the greater -- knowledge is

16      required.  For judges they have -- an attorney

17      may only posses knowledge of one or two areas

18      in which they practice.  Now, the JQC hands

19      aren't clean.  This is hidden away in reports

20      that we do not read and we need to have it.  I

21      have developed a method and a sample of how we

22      can preserve judges without defaming them, but

23      also allowing the public to see if a judge has

24      300 complaints or 30 complaints.  There's only

25      been 850 cases is the most complaints the JQC
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1      has ever received.  There's a million motions

2      filed in the state, and that's less than 1

3      percent of people that actually complain, and

4      we need that transparency.  I have all the

5      statistical data here for you.

6           MR. BERUFF:  Okay.  If you'd leave that

7      with us, that'd be great.  And your name is on

8      it.  Thank you, Cynthia.  Ms. Fernandez.

9           MS. FERNANDEZ:  Good evening.  Maggie

10      Fernandez, super voter.  Mr. Chairman and

11      members of the commission, so in 2008 I was

12      actually staffed to Miami-Dade County's Charter

13      Review Task Force, so I understand the amount

14      of pressure and the huge responsibility that

15      you all have to the people of Florida through

16      this process.  And I want to reiterate that --

17      you are accountable to the people of Florida.

18      So I'm just going to throw it all out there,

19      let this serve as a heads up, the people of

20      Florida will not stand for voter

21      disenfranchisement, changes to their districts,

22      school vouchers -- for the judiciary, the

23      weakening of home rule, attack on my

24      reproductive rights.  So any proposed questions

25      or amendments that support any of the things I
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1      just spoke about are an attack on our

2      democracy.  So -- wrong page.  Okay, here we

3      go.  Sorry.  So -- I thank you -- okay, so the

4      people of Florida will not stand for that.  You

5      will be investing a huge amount of time on the

6      commission and I thank you for that, but I want

7      you all to be successful.  Right?  They were

8      successful at the last one.  So I encourage you

9      to propose amendments that protect fair

10      districts, that expand voter rights, that

11      protect the environment and increase renewable

12      energy, that protects public schools, that

13      protects home rule, that protect -- judiciary,

14      and protect my reproductive rights.  So

15      anything that endangers those things endangers

16      democracy.  And I promise that we will fight

17      really hard if there's any questions that go

18      against the things that I am speaking about, so

19      thank you.

20           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you very much.  John

21      Amon, I think I -- John Amon, Karen

22      G-H-S-H-T-A --

23           MS. GUSHTA:  Gushta.

24           MR. BERUFF:  -- Gushta, thank you, and

25      Kathy Pelton.

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

21

1           MR. AMON:  Thank you.  I'm John Amon,

2      president of Broward Right to Life which

3      advocates for the interest of the unborn child

4      and his or her parents, all of whom are

5      victimized by abortion in our state, which by

6      the way is the leading cause of death in

7      Florida.  I'm here because Florida's privacy

8      amendment, Article 1, Section 23 has been

9      misapplied to Abortion, the topic -- the CRC

10      and the people of Florida never intended when

11      it was approved in 1980.  The CRC needs

12      therefore I think to restore it to its proper

13      historical meaning and there's no ambiguity

14      about what that is.  Approved by the people in

15      1980, this provision first became applicable

16      wrongly to Abortion in 1989 with Florida's

17      liberal activist supreme court commandeered the

18      amendment establishing a precedent followed

19      ever since in the courts to limit the public's

20      right -- excuse me -- in direct violation of

21      the purpose for which this amendment was

22      drafted and in direct violation of the will of

23      Florida voters.  Now, how do we know this?

24      Well, let me quote the Florida Supreme Court on

25      this subject, in 1987 the state high court
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1      ruled in -- South Florida blood that, quote,

2      there can be no doubt that the Florida

3      amendment was intended to protect the right to

4      determine whether or not sensitive information

5      about -- will be disclosed to others.  And the

6      court went on to say that the proceedings of

7      the Constitution Revision Commission repeal

8      with the right to informational privacy was a

9      major concern of the amendments drafters, not

10      Abortion.  However, the state high court

11      without a basis in law commandeered and

12      hijacked this provision and used it to place

13      Abortion beyond the will of voters.  That is

14      why I urge the CRC to revise the language of

15      Article 1, Section 23 to ensure it reflects the

16      will of the voters as passed originally.  Thank

17      you.

18           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

19           MS. GUSHTA:  I'm Karen Gushta from

20      Margate, Florida and I'm speaking here as a

21      private citizen.  I'm here to ask the CRC to

22      restore privacy amendment to its original

23      purpose.  The clear intent of the Florida

24      legislature and the citizens of Florida who

25      adopted Article 1, Section 23, the so-called
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1      privacy amendment, was to provide protection

2      from government's intrusive power to gather

3      personal information and data.  As Chief

4      Justice Ben Overton stated in 1977 at the

5      opening session of the CRC, there is public

6      concern about how personal information

7      concerning an individual citizen is used,

8      whether it is be collected by government or by

9      business.  And Representative John Mills, the

10      legislative sponsor of the privacy amendment --

11      solution stated, the goal is to provide

12      individual and informational privacy, the

13      bigger government gets, the more it tends to

14      collect information on people.  Yet today these

15      concerns are even greater than 1977.  We see

16      examples of privacy issues like surveillance,

17      drones, computer hacking, smart phones being

18      monitored, et cetera.  However, the Florida

19      Supreme Court betrayed the people of Florida in

20      1989 by subsequently interpreting this article

21      to create a fundamental right for a minor to

22      kill her baby.  In doing so the court violated

23      and disrespected an act of direct democracy by

24      the people of Florida.  Therefore, I'm

25      requesting the CRC to fix the privacy amendment
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1      and restore it to its original purpose and to

2      protect the informational privacy of the

3      citizens of Florida.  Thank you.

4           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

5           MS. PELTON:  Good evening, or good

6      afternoon I should, CRC.  Committee members, my

7      name is Kathy Pelton and I am the Florida

8      director for Grey2K USA.  We are a organization

9      dedicated to protecting the racing greyhounds.

10      Article 7, Section 7 of the Florida

11      Constitution talks about the distribution of

12      taxes collected from para-mutual facilities

13      which may be given to various counties in

14      Florida.  The problem is Florida now spends

15      more money regulating live greyhound racing

16      that -- than they collect in taxes and fees.

17      This just doesn't make sense.  To be more

18      specific over the last 26 years taxes and fees

19      collected by the State of Florida for live

20      greyhound racing have gone from $76 million in

21      1990 to $1.4 million in 2016.  That is a

22      reduction of 98 percent.  Currently we have 40

23      states that have banned greyhound racing.

24      Arizona just did it last year.  Obviously with

25      over 8,000 racing dogs and 12 operating tracks
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1      in Florida, we haven't done it yet.  I have

2      been actively working to end greyhound racing

3      in Florida for 15 years.  I know that the vast

4      majority of Florida residents understand the

5      inherent cruelty of this industry.  And I am

6      also aware that almost every major Florida

7      newspaper has written scathing editorials about

8      this industry.  You are now in the position to

9      put greyhound racing before the Florida voters

10      and let them decide once and for all if they

11      want this cruel, money losing industry in their

12      state.

13           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you so much.  Tom

14      Walker, Bonne Daniels, Pedro Andallo.  Thank

15      you.

16           MR. WALKER:  Hello.  I'm Tom Walker from

17      Deerfield Beach, Florida and -- you know, our

18      Constitution has a tendency to drift from its

19      original intent as the judiciary response to

20      legislative and appellate activity.  These

21      periodic reviews that you do, they provide an

22      opportunity for us to correct that drift.  Now,

23      I'm here to address a specific example in

24      Article 1, Section 23, commonly known as the

25      privacy clause.  This was reviewed by the CRC
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1      in 1978, approved by the voters in 1980.  Now,

2      all of the discussion at that time and all the

3      debate regarding this section focused on

4      informational privacy; that wasn't the purpose.

5      The need to protect the public from privacy

6      intrusion has obviously increased.  All you

7      have to do is watch the news to see what's

8      going on out there.  And we do need to review

9      this to be a lot more specific.  We need to

10      build in language that expands the protection

11      from what we understood back in 1978 about

12      protecting privacy through what we understand

13      now.  We're here to request that review of that

14      section.  At the same time we're requesting a

15      typing of the language because as it's been

16      pointed out a couple of times, the language is

17      so broad that basically it can be applied to

18      almost anything.  In 1989 the section was

19      actually used to support the right of a minor

20      to abort the -- to abort her child over

21      parental objections.  The language is so broad

22      that it allows even that interpretation of

23      meaning, from informational privacy to Abortion

24      privacy.  Well, the door's been left open and

25      we don't know where else this particular
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1      section can be interpreted.  But you have the

2      opportunity to go back and review it, tighten

3      it up, be specific about what it means to make

4      sure that we don't create any more new rights

5      inadvertently.  We want to close that door.

6      Thank you.

7           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you, Mr. Walker.  Yes,

8      ma'am.

9           MS. DANIELS:  Yes.  I'm Bonnie Daniels and

10      I'm here today to ask you to right a 150 year

11      old wrong.  I'm referring to Article 6, Section

12      4 of the Florida Constitution which takes away

13      the right to vote for life from anyone ever

14      convicted of a felony -- was born of racial

15      bigotry.  It was written into our state

16      Constitution in 1868, just after the Civil War,

17      with the expressed purpose of disenfranchising

18      newly freed black slaves who at that time

19      compromised nearly 49 percent of our state's

20      population.  White Floridians feared that the

21      black population would outnumber and outvote

22      them.  Many states had similar provisions in

23      their Constitutions and laws, but today

24      Florida's stands out as one of only 3 states

25      that still claims to this shameful and
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1      counterproductive regime which is responsible

2      for currently disenfranchising an estimated 1.7

3      million Floridians, a disproportionate number

4      of whom are black.  The racist genesis of this

5      provision and its persistently discriminatory

6      affect are reason alone to abandon it, but

7      there are also compelling basic feminist and

8      social policy reasons for doing so.  First, the

9      provision violates the implicit social compact

10      in our criminal justice system that regards a

11      person who has committed a crime and served his

12      or her sentence as having paid their debt to

13      society.  This provision imposes a harsh,

14      additional, and extra judicial lifetime

15      punishment beyond what the criminal law has

16      seemed fit to impose.  Second, this provision

17      is unjust and immoral.  It violates the nearly

18      universal belief that everyone deserves a

19      second chance.  Finally, this provision is

20      totally -- productive to forever stigmatize

21      people who have committed felonies by branding

22      them as unfit to vote, inhibits their

23      rehabilitation and reintegration into society.

24      Indeed studies have shown that citizen rights

25      decline significantly among those who are
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1      re-enfranchised.  Our Constitution has been

2      amended multiple times since 1868, but

3      incredibly no prior revision commission has

4      acted to abandon this provision.  I hope that

5      this commission will have the integrity,

6      compassion, and perhaps even the sense of shame

7      necessary to undo this law and take Florida

8      into the 21st century.  Thank you.

9           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

10           MR. ANDOLLO:  Thank you.  When my mother

11      was pregnant with me her doctors told her that

12      I would be born different, that I would have

13      abnormalities, I would be disabled, and that I

14      would have a troubled life.  And even though my

15      mother never thought about it, a lot of young

16      women who are in troubled pregnancies are

17      confronted with that and they're encouraged to

18      abort their.  I don't think that anybody should

19      be aborted just because they don't fit our

20      definition of what is normal.  Abortion affects

21      mostly minorities.  There are some communities

22      where sex elected abortion is performed because

23      they prefer men to women.  And inevitably

24      it's -- the vast majority of abortions happen

25      into poor families.  I don't think that your
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1      race, your social economic status, or your

2      gender should determine whether or not you have

3      a right to be born.  I'd ask the commission to

4      please consider putting a life beginning at

5      conception amendment to the Florida

6      Constitution so that we can protect the lives

7      of all the unborn Floridians and make sure that

8      democracy represents them too.  Thank you.

9           Another thing that is important that is

10      important to me is I did come from a low income

11      household, and I was very grateful to my

12      church, and my family, and my community that I

13      was able to attend great catholic schools.  Not

14      everybody has that opportunity and because of

15      where they happen to live, they may end up

16      getting a bad education.  I think that Florida

17      should imitate the law that is currently in

18      place in Nevada where the education dollars are

19      allocated per student and the parents are

20      allowed to spend it however they choose in

21      order to get their children the best education

22      possible.  This is especially important for

23      people with disabled children to be able to

24      find the right providers that they need for

25      their children.
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1           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you for your comments.

2      Edward Garcia, Carlene Sawyer, David Pina.

3      Carlene.

4           MS. SAWYER:  Good --

5           MR. BERUFF:  David Pina and Steven

6      Mainster.  Yes, ma'am.  Go ahead.

7           MS. SAWYER:  Good afternoon, everyone.  My

8      name is Carlene Sawyer and I am a native

9      Miamian and a long, long time card carrying

10      member of the American Civil Liberties Union.

11      The commission is extremely important in that

12      it can place revisions directly on the ballot.

13      And it's crucial, and you've heard that before

14      and you'll hear it again, that this be done in

15      the clear view of the public.  The commission,

16      we're very glad you're here.  Welcome to Miami.

17      But we're really asking that you come back here

18      to every single community that you can after

19      you place before the public the decisions that

20      you have made as far as proposals and whichever

21      ones those are under serious consideration.

22      The Commission should establish by rule that no

23      proposal can be adopted without a public

24      comment period, and that that comment period is

25      publicized, and reasonable, and that your
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1      website is updated every single day and has

2      that information on it which it does not today.

3      The commission should define the process for

4      which proposals for revisions are submitted by

5      the public.  When will the commission publish

6      information on how the public can submit those

7      proposals?  The commission's rules should

8      require that all meetings involving two or more

9      members be noticed as public meetings to

10      discourage the conduct of serial private

11      meetings and facilitate commission business in

12      the view of the public in compliance with the

13      spirit of Florida's government and the sunshine

14      laws.  The ACLU's sole purpose is to protect

15      the laws under the United States Constitution

16      and make sure that the citizens in our states

17      are protected under those laws and the laws of

18      the Constitution of Florida.  So we thank you.

19      We hope we'll see you again and that we have

20      the opportunity to comment and review in a

21      timely manner what proposals you make.

22           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

23           MR. GARCIA:  Good afternoon, chair,

24      commission members.  My name is Edward Garcia

25      and I serve as a principal at Saint Louis
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1      Covenant School in Miami and our -- our school

2      serves pre-K through eighth grade students.

3      I'm here today basically to present educational

4      options for parents.  Florida is known as the

5      leading state for programs for support parental

6      empowerment in education, and the catholic

7      church has long held the parents are the

8      primary educators of their children.  And as

9      such, parents are in the best position to know

10      and resource the unique academic needs for

11      their children.  School choice programs such as

12      Florida Tax Credit and the McKay Scholarships

13      are very helpful to students and families and

14      have served our schools well.  State

15      scholarships offer hope and opportunity for

16      high quality education which for many families

17      might otherwise find to be just beyond their

18      grasp.  I've work with a myriad of families,

19      hundreds of families over the past 12 years,

20      actually 16 years, but many of whom would not

21      have had the opportunity.  Calvin Gomez, a

22      child that came to us in 6th grade with a

23      pre-primer reading level and by the end of

24      three years got to -- was able to be promoted

25      to high school with a reading level of 6th

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

34

1      grade because of intervention provided.  Also,

2      working with other students where its families

3      have had because of changes in the family unit

4      have had to change and destabilize the only

5      stabilizing force in there to rip the kids out

6      of the school, and because of scholarships

7      money being provided to continue that.  I'd

8      like for you to first of all look at and to

9      consider the Florida Blaine Amendment in

10      Article 1, Section 3.  While the section

11      largely mirrors U.S. Constitution with its

12      establishment and free exercise clause, it also

13      contains what is known as a no-aide clause

14      indicating that no revenue of the state shall

15      ever be taken from the public treasury directly

16      or indirectly in aide of any sectarian

17      institution.

18           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

19           MR. NEWSOME:  What school were you with

20      again?

21           MR. GARCIA:  School?  Saint Louis Covenant

22      School for the Archdiocese of Miami.

23           MR. NEWSOME:  All right.  Thank you.

24           MR. BERUFF:  Yes, sir.

25           MR. PINA:  David.

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

35

1           MR. BERUFF:  Your name again?

2           MR. PINA:  David Pina.

3           MR. BERUFF:  Go ahead.

4           MR. PINA:  Each of these citizens has

5      concerns.

6           MR. BERUFF:  Could you get closer to the

7      microphone, please?

8           MR. PINA:  Yeah.  Sorry.

9           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

10           MR. PINA:  Each of these citizens has

11      concerns.  It is noble to fight for your

12      concerns.  Generally my personality seems to

13      stray towards fighting the root of the problem.

14      Yeah, just talking about -- root of the

15      problem.  We can't unfortunately fight money

16      and corruption in politics yet, but what we can

17      fight for is fair districts.  Fair districts

18      breeds moderate politicians.  Moderate

19      politicians breed issue based politics rather

20      than the personality war that we currently find

21      ourselves in.  So I propose an independent

22      commission to draw a line through the next

23      cycle.

24           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  Steven Mainster,

25      Kate Tobon, Nancy Lawther.  Please.
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1           MR. MAINSTER:  Good afternoon, members of

2      the commission.

3           MR. BERUFF:  Your name?

4           MR. MAINSTER:  My name is Steven Mainster.

5      I'm here to ask you --

6           MR. BERUFF:  Come closer to the mic.

7      There you go.

8           MR. MAINSTER:   I'm here to ask for your

9      support of the amendment described to you

10      earlier by Bonnie Daniels asking for automatic

11      restoration of -- rights for ex-felons in

12      Florida based on -- amendment Constitution

13      Article 6, Section 4.  It is long overdue.

14      This amendment has already gained 70,000

15      signatures.  It has passed through a -- the

16      system up to the supreme court and it is going

17      to be ruled on soon, and hopefully the language

18      will be accepted.  We would ask that you

19      support it.  And as you can see under our

20      amendment, we provide the ex-felons who have

21      finished all terms of their sentence, including

22      restitution, parole, and probation opportunity

23      to vote again.  Those convicted of murder or

24      sexual offenses at this time will not be

25      included and they will have to follow the
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1      present system.  But let's look at the present

2      system.  According to the Constitution today

3      every person convicted of a felony in Florida

4      is given a lifetime ban and may never vote for

5      the rest of their life, unless they're

6      personally given clemency by the governor and

7      the parole board; and right now it's 1 by 1.

8      And there are 1,500,000 people waiting, more

9      than 1,500,000 people who need this service.

10      They're not allowed -- they're not allowed to

11      participate in our most precious institutions

12      without the chance to vote.  Each governor --

13      so the Constitution said this is what happens.

14      but in order to get the opportunity to vote, an

15      application is made for clemency, but it's made

16      to be carried out governor and the parole

17      board.  If the -- and the governor decides how

18      it's going to get done.  So if the governor

19      wants a process that is there, he can set one

20      up.  Under Charlie Christ 166,000 ex-felons

21      received their voting rights back.

22           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

23           MR. MAINSTER:  If the governor wants a

24      process that won't work for people and

25      continues to block them from voting for the
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1      rest of their lives, he or she can do that.

2      Right now under the present governor --

3           MR. BERUFF:  Excuse me.

4           MR. MAINSTER:  -- it often takes 19 years

5      to be heard -- I'll finish with this in just a

6      few seconds.

7           MR. BERUFF:  Please.  Thank you.

8           MR. MAINSTER:  It takes 19 years to be

9      heard.  Once you apply, it's always a long

10      waiting list.  The governor doesn't have time

11      to meet with you that quickly.  And there's no

12      right of appeal.  And there's no -- no reason

13      given.  No reason has to be given for being

14      turned down.

15           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  If you wrap up --

16           MR. MAINSTER:  So to correct this -- yes.

17      Thank you very much.  I would just like to

18      mention that out of 1,500,000 people who have

19      not been able to have their application

20      processed since many, many, years, how many of

21      them have died waiting in the process?  Thank

22      you very much.

23           MS. TOBON:  My name is Kate Tobon.  I am

24      the director of the Riviera Isles Blasting

25      Committee.  I represent thousands of homeowners
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1      that are being affected the by operations of

2      wide world -- in northwest Miami-Dade.  If you

3      have not experienced a blast, I will describe

4      it for you.  These are man made earthquakes.

5      Every time there's a blast, the entire house

6      shakes.  This is very scary.  We have reports

7      from residents that have burned themselves

8      while cooking and ironing.  We have pictures of

9      chandeliers falling from the ceiling.  Other

10      residents who don't know what they're

11      experiencing just run out of the house in

12      panic.  We had one grandma who cries every time

13      she tells that the grandchildren don't want to

14      visit.  They are scared because grandma's house

15      shakes.  We have veterans with PTSD who feel

16      like they're living in a war zone again.  The

17      rock mining industry have been operating in the

18      area for a long time, but now they are too

19      close to residential areas, to schools, to

20      wired resources, and hospital.  We are here to

21      ask you to please ensure protection of the

22      people, the water, and the environment by

23      implementing a proximity limit between blasting

24      sites and heavily populated areas.  We don't

25      want to shut down the mining industry.  That's
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1      not our goal.  All we are requesting is that

2      our elected officials acknowledge the fact that

3      we live in those areas.  Our constitutional

4      rights were removed after the creation of an

5      administrative process that implemented as --

6      which is unheard of in any legal proceedings.

7      We are in this mess because of the political

8      corruption existing in the state and local

9      level.  We will keep exposing this corruption.

10      We are not going anywhere.  Please, this is

11      your time to do the right thing.  If you have

12      twitter, please follow us at no more blasting.

13      Thank you.

14           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  Yes, ma'am.

15           MS. LAWTHER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Good

16      afternoon, members of the commission.  My name

17      is Nancy Lawther and I have several

18      recommendations for you.  First of all, please

19      retain Article 11, Section 3 on amending the

20      Constitution through citizen's initiative.

21      This is a complicated process, but an essential

22      one to ensure that the public retains a direct

23      voice in determining how it is governed.

24      Please retain as well any constitutional

25      provisions already added through citizen
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1      initiative.  By the same token, if the public

2      has previously declined to remove, or add, or

3      amend certain provisions though its vote,

4      please don't place identical or similar

5      provisions before it on the November 2018

6      ballot.  Respect for the voters of this state

7      is paramount.  Speaking of the word paramount,

8      let me turn to Article 9, Section 1 of the

9      Constitution which declares it to be a

10      paramount duty of the state to make adequate

11      revisions for the education of all children

12      residing within its borders.  I will make two

13      recommendations.  One, change the first

14      sentence of this section to declare the

15      education of children not a fundamental value,

16      but rather a fundamental right of the people of

17      Florida.  And two, retain the word uniform in

18      the third sentence.  Uniform does not mean that

19      every fifth grader is reading from a set page

20      in the same text book at 11:00 a.m. on a given

21      day.  It does mean that in our state we do not

22      create insulated silos of learning where some

23      children are receiving adequate instruction and

24      others are not.  Thank you for your

25      consideration of these matters and may your
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1      deliberations be fruitful.

2           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you so much.  Barry

3      White, Aramis Perez, and Craig Leen, city

4      attorney, City of Coral Gables.  Please come

5      forward.  Thank you.

6           MR. WHITE:  Good afternoon, Barry White.

7      I would like to add -- I'm not an attorney, I

8      don't know how this is done, but to the extent

9      that you can codify the state's commitment to

10      the environment in the Constitution, I would

11      encourage that be done.  I don't think the word

12      environment occurs in the Constitution.  The

13      only statement I could find is Section 7,

14      natural resources.  It should be the policy of

15      the state to conserve and protect its natural

16      resources -- a provision shall be made by law

17      for the abatement of air and water pollution

18      and for the conservation and protection of

19      natural resources.  It goes on to mention the

20      Everglades agricultural area.  Those who cause

21      water pollution within the Everglades

22      protection area or the Everglades area code

23      shall be primary responsible for paying the

24      costs of abatement of evolution.  But what

25      happens when that pollution is starting from
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1      200 miles to the north, what's -- who's

2      addressing that?  The failure of the state to

3      enforce existing laws permitted in power

4      plant -- to authorize the construction of the

5      81,000 reactors part of turning point six and

6      seven that's almost -- which includes the

7      placement of water coming off of the reactors

8      themselves, 3,000 feet into the boulder zone on

9      the assumption that that toxic chemical waste

10      and radiological waste which includes and

11      strontium 90, cesium and tritium will be

12      forever hermetically sealed in the aquifer.

13      Anybody who believes that, I have a bridge I

14      want to sell.  There is no -- nothing is

15      hermetically sealed.  And that was authorized

16      by the state due to two things:  The failure to

17      enforce existing statute, and the lack of

18      proper statute.  So the -- to the extent that

19      you're work can recommit the state to the

20      environment, I would appreciate seeing that.

21           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you so much.

22           MR. PEREZ:  Thank you.  My name is Aramis

23      L. Perez.  Our beautiful home State of Florida

24      sits at a global crossroads and enjoys a

25      generous measure of freedom, prosperity, and
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1      order.  The nation's political fortunes run

2      through Florida.  Just watch the news.  We do

3      face challenges of course, and my fellow

4      citizens are bringing those to you in the form

5      of concerns about protection of human life, the

6      integrity of family, and education.  This

7      commission is charged to examine the

8      Constitution and proposed revisions as if once

9      a generation of Floridians find a mysterious

10      box left on their doorstop with the name

11      pandora on the address label.  To use a policy

12      buzzword, it's full of unintended consequences.

13      To put it in the idiom of the old county of my

14      forbearers, which for many Miamians like me is

15      about -- puede [SIC] ser [SIC] tremendo [SIC]

16      paquete [SIC].  Rather than a sensible self

17      corrective, this constitutional revision

18      process was inspired by Thomas Jefferson's

19      profoundly wrong idea that every law expires at

20      the end of 19 years, and it is a disaster

21      waiting to happen.  Its continued existence is

22      a temptation to anyone with enough influence,

23      organization, and determination to pass

24      potentially far reaching laws that might not

25      otherwise make it through the usual channels.
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1      Florida is an enticing political prize.

2      Although previous commissions have come and

3      gone without calamity, how many more times are

4      we willing to make this wager?  The ordinary

5      process and other methods of constitutional

6      amendment are more than adequate to foster the

7      common good and preserve liberty.  These tools

8      are already contentious enough.  Just in the

9      past 20 years we've seen amendments past and

10      repealed, as well as questions on the same

11      matter placed on the ballot repeatedly.  At a

12      time of extraordinary political acrimony, we

13      could stand to make our politics a bit more hum

14      drum.  Therefore I propose that the

15      constitutional revision commission process be

16      abolished.  Let our politics become more

17      ordinary, hedged in by many rules, procedures,

18      customs, checks and balances.  Let's not be

19      generational tyrants, but partners with our

20      ancestors and our posterity.  Do this and then

21      go back to your homes and your work.  Each of

22      you a Washington to Mount Vernon, each of you a

23      Cincinnatus to his farm.  Thank you.

24           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  Please.

25           MR. LEEN:  Hello, Mr. Chair.  Craig Leen,
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1      City Attorney of Coral Gables.  Honored to be

2      here.  I've submitted four amendments on four

3      proposed topics to the CRC.  I'm going to speak

4      briefly on each of them.

5           First is on home rule.  Obviously there

6      needs to be something done about home rule.

7      There seems to be a discord between the state

8      and local governments.  There needs to be a

9      balance.  As a local government attorney, I

10      think my focus is there always needs to be a

11      government that can address a problem.  That's

12      what the police power is.  Sometimes it's the

13      state on a uniform basis, sometimes it's a city

14      on a very specific basis.  And I think it's

15      important that we preserve those principles of

16      home rule because ultimately I think it helps

17      the people.

18           The second topic is sovereign immunity.  I

19      proposed a specific rule on sovereign unity

20      that will recognize it in the Constitution and

21      recognize it as an immunity from suit.  This

22      will help local governments and the state

23      government be able to raise motions based on

24      sovereign immunity in state court and in

25      federal court and have those appealed
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1      immediately if sovereign immunity is denied.

2           The third topic is on the court system and

3      its per curiam affirmances.  I -- about 75

4      percent of the decisions in Florida of the

5      appellate courts, the district courts of

6      appeal, are by per curiam affirmance which is a

7      decision with one word, affirmed.  My view, and

8      I was the chair of the commission ad hoc

9      committee on per curiam affirmances for the

10      Appellate Court Rules Committee, and I've also

11      written a law review article on this topic that

12      will be in the FIU Law Review which I'll send

13      each of you, but I think that that's a real

14      problem.  I think that court's should write

15      opinions.  I think people expect that when they

16      go to the court system.  And I also think

17      ultimately it helps ensure that when a decision

18      is made, that judicial restraint is followed,

19      that a reason is given for the decision, and

20      that it's high to the law that is written.  I

21      think that that's very important.  And I think

22      it also sets precedent for the future.

23           Finally, and this is one close to my

24      heart, my daughter has very severe autism.  I

25      saw when I was looking at Article 1, Section 2
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1      of the Constitution that there's a provision

2      which says that there should not be

3      discrimination based on rights and it mentions

4      physical disability.  I think that that should

5      also apply to cognitive disabilities.  You

6      should add the word cognitive.  I fight very

7      hard for my daughter all the time with

8      governments.  The City of Coral Gables has

9      written a resolution on declaration for -- for

10      children with disabilities.  And I feel that it

11      would be wrong for me to stand here before you

12      and talk about all these things and not mention

13      this which is the closest to my heart.  So I

14      hope that you'll look at that proposed

15      amendment and consider it.  Thank you.

16           MR. BERUFF:  George MacArthur, Carin

17      Kahgan, I hope I pronounced that right, and

18      Jeff Hearne.  Please come forward.  That's

19      George MacArthur, Carin Kahgan, and Jeff

20      Hearne.  And after that Teresa Lucas.

21           MR. MACARTHUR:  Ladies and gentlemen,

22      thank you.  I'm a retired school teacher.

23           MR. BERUFF:  -- get closer to that

24      microphone.

25           MR. MACARTHUR:  I'm a retired school
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1      teacher from the State of Florida and I wanted

2      to talk about something that's near and dear to

3      my heart and that's the FCAT and standardized

4      testing.  I want to ask you how does it serve

5      us?  It really doesn't serve us.  You know,

6      except the testing companies make a lot of

7      money.  It instills fear in our children.  I've

8      seen children pee their pants waiting for the

9      test.  I routinely, routinely see children

10      who've thrown up before the test.  It also

11      helps to erode local control of the schools

12      because we're dictating what we have to teach

13      and how to teach it.  It creates a narrow --

14      narrow goals for our schools and it pretty much

15      diverts a lot of resources away from the

16      schools.  My point is this, we were able to put

17      a man on the moon without standardized testing.

18      We were able to put -- create the semiconductor

19      with public school educated students without

20      standardized testing.  We were able to -- we

21      were able to win World War II without

22      standardized testing.  We were able to build

23      the transcontinental railroad without

24      standardized testing.  We were able to do many,

25      many things without standardized testing.  We
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1      compare ourselves to the Chinese, the Swedes,

2      the Germans and we always come in 15th or 16th.

3      I want to tell you that this is the greatest

4      country in the world and we do not standardized

5      testing.  Thank you.

6           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.

7           MR. MACARTHUR:  -- thank you.

8           MR. KAHGAN:  Good afternoon.  My name is

9      Carin Kahgan.  I'm speaking on behalf of

10      myself.  I have a two pronged comment, one

11      procedural and one substantive.

12           To follow-up on the comments of Ms.

13      Windmiller and Ms. Sawyer regarding the

14      commission's purpose of public access, I would

15      ask if -- I noticed that today your proceedings

16      are live streamed video on the Florida channel.

17      If you can assure all Floridians that all your

18      meetings and hearings will be live streamed so

19      that all the people of the State of Florida can

20      be aware of what you're doing and have

21      sufficient time to be able to respond to both

22      your discussions and what your inclinations

23      appear to be regarding various proposals.

24           My other comment is more substantive.  And

25      I would ask the commission to take under
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1      consideration the passage on what is presently

2      formulated SJR 1332 or HJR 349, entitled:

3      Legislation by Initiative.  One bill is

4      introduced by a Florida State Senator Torres,

5      the other by Representative Joseph Gellar.  And

6      to follow-up on the comments of another speaker

7      who advocates retention of the right of the

8      people of the State of Florida to propose a

9      ballot to proposed amendments of the

10      Constitution.  His proposal would provide a

11      petition vehicle for members of their Florida

12      elected to propose legislation to be considered

13      provided insufficient by language by the

14      Florida Supreme Court.  It allows the people of

15      the State of Florida to speak their mind and

16      seek legislation, even if their elected

17      legislatures don't see fit to do so.  I thank

18      you.

19           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  Mr. Hearne.

20           MR. HEARNE:  Hi.  My name is Jeff Hearne.

21      I'm the board member of the ACLU Miami Chapter

22      here locally.  I'm going to talk about two --

23      two positions that we would like the commission

24      to support.

25           One is that we're asking that the
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1      commission do nothing to change the no-aide

2      provision in the Constitution.  As you can --

3           MR. NEWSOME:  -- you said the no what?

4           MR. HEARNE:  The no-aide provision which

5      prohibits funding of religious organizations.

6      This has been in the Florida Constitution since

7      1885 and has worked well.  It puts all

8      religions on equal footing.  It applies to a

9      religious organization whether it's Christian,

10      Muslim, Jewish, or some other faith, so it

11      protects the religious liberties of all

12      Floridians.  It protects Floridians from being

13      compelled to support religion that they do not

14      support, and that really supports the concept

15      of religious freedom.  And most importantly in

16      2012 an amendment was placed on the ballot to

17      make a change to the no-aide provision and it

18      did not pass.  For that reason it would -- it

19      would seem inappropriate to a few years later

20      to put this back on the ballot, so we request

21      that you make no changes to that provision.

22           The second point I want to make is one

23      that you've heard from already today.  We're

24      asking that you support the amendment to allow

25      for the automatic rights restoration of felons
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1      who've completed their sentence.  We are one of

2      the most punitive states in the country, and

3      that's not a list that we want to be on.  We're

4      one of the four states that do not provide --

5      who have permanent voting rights prohibition

6      unless the governor provides clemency.  And

7      there's plenty reasons, fiscal, financial --

8      reasons to make a change, but most important

9      it's the right thing to do.  Thank you.

10           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  After this

11      speaker we're going to take a five minute break

12      so our stenographer can -- will rest her hands.

13      Thank you so much.

14           MS. LUCAS:  I'm sure ya'll are glad about

15      having that break.  I'm Teresa Lucas and I'm a

16      faculty member here at the School of Education

17      and Human Development at FIU, and I'd like to

18      suggest that we don't make suggestions towards

19      changing Article 1, Section 3, as the speaker

20      before me mentioned, and as I was also going to

21      mention Article 9, Section 1 which guarantees a

22      uniform public education for all students.

23      School choice is interesting, but it will never

24      reach all of our students.  We need uniform

25      public education for all students.  No -- no
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1      high performing nation in the world has

2      privatized their education.  The schools are

3      not a business.  Schools are a public right, a

4      uniform right for all children.  The only way

5      we're going to get there is by improving all of

6      our public schools and also working to improve

7      the social conditions in which our children are

8      living.  In a business you want to make a

9      perfect marmalade, right?  Well, we don't have

10      the choice of throwing out the bad

11      strawberries.  We have to educate all of our

12      children.  And the business with the profit

13      motive is not the way to do that.  We need the

14      public service motive in education.

15           So I would suggest that you do not mess

16      with the two articles that I mentioned, Article

17      9 and Article 1 and keep our schools and

18      better -- so that we can better public

19      education.  Thank you.

20           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you.  We'll take five

21      minutes and then reconvene.  Thank you.

22                     (Thereupon there was a brief

23                     recess and the proceedings

24                     continued as follows:)

25           MR. BERUFF:  Hello.  If everybody would
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1      like to take their seats and we'll start the

2      listening tour again.  Thank you.  I'm going to

3      take an opportunity to turn the gavel which I

4      don't have, but we're going to give it to

5      Annie, Commissioner Gamez, and she's going to

6      take the next hour.  So if everybody would

7      settle back in, we'll get started.  Thank you

8      very much.  Commissioner Davis, the show's all

9      yours.

10           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I'm

11      going to call up the next three speakers,

12      please.  Leslie Artica, Pastor Marilyn Rivera,

13      Habrahan Rivera.

14           MS. ARTICA:  Thank you, commission

15      members.  My name is Leslie Artica.  I am the

16      supervisor -- in Heartbeat of Miami which

17      consists of clinics serving those

18      confronting -- home finances.  It is my

19      experience that family involvement is critical.

20      It's critical making these decisions,

21      especially in case of minors.  You don't want

22      your daughter or your granddaughter to get an

23      Abortion without parent consent.  Parents have

24      the right to get involved in their children's

25      choices.  We would like the privacy clause
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1      fixed or changed to its original content, that

2      it was informational privacy for the person.

3      Since 1989 our state shut down a parental

4      consent law that has been upheld at the federal

5      level.  Our state court also recently and

6      enjoyed the 20 hours of -- to abortions even

7      though this kind of law has been upheld in the

8      federal court.  I meet women every day who are

9      scared and unsure when they find out they are

10      pregnant, and they need time to learn and

11      reflect about the options available to them.

12      I experienced -- I'm experienced with trauma

13      Abortion and I wish they would have had more

14      education or more time to consider this right

15      decision.  I ask you to consider an amendment

16      that will clarify that the privacy clause in

17      Florida's Constitution does not intend to grant

18      any greater rights to Abortion than the U.S.A.

19      Constitution.  Thank you very much.

20           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

21           MS. RIVERA:  Good afternoon.  My name is

22      Pastor Marylin Rivera and I am with the

23      Hispanic Minister's Association.  We represent

24      over 200 pastors.  We believe that the privacy

25      clause, Article 1, Section 23 needs to be fixed

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

57

1      or changed.  The clause was not intended for --

2      was intended for something else, not Abortion.

3      As a mother, I want the right to be involved in

4      my children's choices.  Thank you.

5           MR. RIVERA:  Good afternoon -- Good

6      evening.  My name is Pastor Habrahan Rivera.

7      I'm a proud Floridian.  I'm a dad.  I'm a

8      husband.  Professionally I'm a pastor of a

9      local congregation and I'm here representing

10      Mission Miami and Hispanic Action Network.

11      Together we represent over 300 churches in

12      South Florida.  We're here to ask you to look

13      at the privacy clause.  It needs to be changed

14      and fixed to go back to its original intent

15      which was informational privacy.  Ladies and

16      gentlemen, Floridians spoke clearly through our

17      elected officials.  We want parental

18      notification when our minor young -- when our

19      minor girls go get an Abortion.  We spoke

20      clearly through elected officials, and

21      unfortunately it was -- this was hijacked by

22      judicial activists and this has become now like

23      the abortion clause for minors.  It's sad that

24      something that was designed to protect me and

25      protect my privacy has now turned around and
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1      taken away my rights as a parent.  See, I'm

2      responsible for the health, for the welfare of

3      my minor children.  I want to know -- no, I

4      need to know when my daughter is subjected to

5      any kind of medical procedure.  See, it makes

6      no sense -- it makes no sense.  The school has

7      to call me to give my daughter a Tylenol to get

8      my permission, but they don't need my

9      permission to take her to an Abortion clinic

10      and -- and have her face something that's

11      potentially life threatening.  This is not the

12      will of the people.  I don't think this was the

13      intent of the clause, Article 1, Section 23,

14      the privacy clause.  This needs to be fixed,

15      needs to be changed, needs to be re-worded.  It

16      needs to clearly state that it does not apply

17      to abortions, it's applied -- it's intended and

18      to be applied to informational policy.  Thank

19      you.

20           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.  Amir Ahmadiavin,

21      Thomas Kennedy, and Larry Thorson.  And, Amir,

22      my apologies.

23           MR. AHMADIAVIN:  It's okay.  Hello, my

24      name is Amir Ahmadiavin and I am here just to

25      echo some of the sentiments that have already
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1      been expressed to this commission.  I would ask

2      that the commission does not infringe upon the

3      fair districts ruling.  I would ask that the

4      commission puts forth a proposal for the

5      automatic restoration of rights for all

6      ex-felons in the State of Florida.  And I would

7      ask that the commission -- utmost to ensure

8      that this process is fair and transparent, and

9      that no members of this commission hold private

10      meetings between two members that they do not

11      disclose any conversations that have to do with

12      the official business of this commission.  And

13      so please keep your business in the sunshine.

14      Thank you so much for your time.

15           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

16           MR. THORSON:  Hello, I'm Larry Thorson.

17      I'm a retired journalist.  Been living in

18      Miami, Miami Beach since about 1996.  And I'm a

19      super voter like a previous person who spoke,

20      and democracy is something you are -- you're

21      going to have a bigger role than you ever had

22      before, I think, if you're going to change the

23      Constitution.  My judgment on the situation in

24      the United States these days is we have a big

25      problem, a really big problem, and it hasn't
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1      been mentioned much here so far -- my remedy

2      for the -- of democracy is money out of

3      politics.  This is -- this is the kind of thing

4      that must be changed to reverse the situation

5      we're facing now.  There's one -- activist

6      groups -- says money interests have overwhelmed

7      the political process in the United States.

8      Florida with the Constitution, and this is the

9      way we can start the national movement or

10      actually participate in the national movement

11      of other states and cities that are urging

12      the -- politic, being all the -- all the powers

13      that be to get money out of politics.  We need

14      to -- how are we going to fix the problem of

15      the filth in the Everglades when a big

16      farmer -- big -- can do whatever it wants?  How

17      are we going to get better public schools when

18      the lobbyists from the for-profit schools flood

19      Tallahassee whenever there is something

20      happening?  I'm a Vietnam combat veteran.  I'm

21      a member of Veterans for Peace.  This is --

22      what we need, we need peace, not another silly

23      war.  And so what can I do with -- give peace a

24      chance I would say.  Does peace have a chance

25      when the military industrial complex is -- can
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1      put as much money as it wants into more bombs

2      and aircraft carriers?  This is the kind of

3      thing -- you have the chance with this

4      constitutional revision to say something, money

5      out of politics.  This is where we need to go.

6           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you Mr. Thorson.

7           MR. THORSON:  Thank you.

8           MR. KENNEDY:  Hi.  I actually wanted to

9      address what I find to be some questionable

10      aspects of this whole process.  So this

11      commission is extremely important in that it

12      can place revisions directly on the ballot and

13      it is crucial that this be done in clear view

14      of the public.  We understand that you planned

15      your first meeting held on March 20 weeks in

16      advance, but you did not announce that meeting

17      until just two business days before.  We hope

18      that going forward you will give the public and

19      your members ample notice so you can have the

20      maximum possible participation in this once

21      every 20 years process.  At your March 20

22      meeting the chair without any previous notice

23      to the public and apparently even without

24      notice to commission members announced that

25      public hearings would begin the next week.
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1      This gave members who are all busy

2      professionals who made scheduled commitments

3      very little time to clear their schedules.

4      This is such an important process.  Don't you

5      think that it's necessary to provide ample

6      notice to members and the public so as to have

7      the most participation possible?  Also, the

8      chair has scheduled public hearings during the

9      legislative session putting the legislators who

10      are on the commission, 5 of the 37 members, in

11      the difficult position of having to miss

12      legislative sessions or CRC meetings.  The

13      timing also makes it almost impossible for

14      others engaged in the legislative session to

15      attend to the public meetings.  The harder it

16      is for people to participate, the less

17      participation there will be.  Moving forward,

18      we urge you to schedule meetings and public

19      hearings at times that are fully vetted and

20      avoid built-in conflicts.  We hope you're not

21      trying to limit the participation of members by

22      scheduling meetings at times that conflict with

23      other public obligations.  And lastly I want to

24      say that really guys, FIU on a Monday 6:00 p.m.

25      with Miami traffic?  No -- no real public
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1      transportation.  I mean, come on.  We can do

2      better.  I really believe that this process is

3      exclusionary by nature and it's built-in that

4      way.

5           MS. GAMEZ:  -- just please remind you that

6      when you come up to the microphone, please

7      state your name before you begin to speak.

8      Thank you.  Winnie Tang, Tim Moore, and Luna

9      Adachi.

10           MS. TANG:  Hi, good afternoon.  My name is

11      Winnie Tang and I'm serve as -- for Asian

12      American Federation of Florida and I would ask

13      you to consider to remove the Article 1,

14      Section 2 of the -- as for the alien be

15      eligible for citizenship.  And this is one

16      really started in about 1913 from California

17      first -- this one.  After that it traveled all

18      the way to the east.  In 1926 Florida adapted

19      it as the Constitution in our state.  And that

20      one is -- what we call is a so-called alien

21      land law which is really prohibit Asian -- on

22      the naturalization Article 1, 1795 to -- white

23      people become citizens and the Naturalization

24      Act of 1816 for the African American -- African

25      to become citizens.  So Asian, we are neither
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1      white nor black, so we are -- become eligible

2      for citizenship, so we would want you to really

3      look into this one to removing the -- the

4      clause.  Last time the 1998 during the last

5      revision session the chairman couple years

6      later they found out that -- they don't

7      understand the history.  They didn't realize to

8      recognize it at that time.  So this time we

9      would ask you to really look into this one and

10      to really state Asian is eligible for

11      citizenship.  And this is not illegal

12      citizenship.  So a lot of time -- people listen

13      to this one, they really think about -- they

14      mistaken that the eligible as an illegal.  So

15      we ask you to really look into this one to

16      repeal the alien land law on behalf of the

17      Asian community because after -- of 2010, we

18      have over a half million Asian living in the

19      State of Florida.  So we wanted to hear -- the

20      words need to be heard.  And then last time

21      the -- after 2008, the elections, the Florida

22      state is only state to have this language in

23      our Constitution.  So we are the only one

24      state -- look for leadership and then to repeal

25      this law to really have to remove this one
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1      for -- once and for all so -- but this is

2      discriminatory language from our Constitution.

3      So thank you for your consideration for that.

4      Thanks.

5           MR. MOORE:  Good evening, commissioners.

6      My name is Timothy Moore.  Florida suffers from

7      partisan gerrymandering, largely unaccountable

8      legislature, and increasing polarization.  The

9      cure, an independent re-districting commission.

10      Florida's democracy of competition within

11      districts, competitiveness of races, and seats

12      and votes that are proportional, yet startling

13      results in the 2016 election show this is not

14      the case in Florida.  The state helps races.

15      52 percent of races have one major party that

16      over a majority.  Out of the remaining races

17      where there are 2 major parties, only 6 of 57

18      were competitive.  The democrats received 34

19      percent of seats, yet received 40 percent of

20      the vote.  The republicans however received 66

21      percent of the seats with only 60 percent of

22      the vote.  The state senate 55 percent of the

23      races had only one party.  Again, a majority of

24      these races with only one party.  The U.S.

25      house races, again, a disparity amongst
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1      proportion of votes.  Democrats received 40

2      percent of the seats, yet received 46 percent

3      of the vote.  Republicans received 60 percent

4      of the seats, yet received only 53 percent of

5      the vote.  And of the 27 races, only two were

6      competitive.  This is not a democrat and this

7      is not a republican problem.  This is a problem

8      for all Floridians because polarization pushes

9      the minority as well as the moderates out of

10      the way and has the legislature in the hands of

11      only those that are in the radical portion of

12      the majority.  An independent re-districting

13      commission is the answer because as the League

14      of Women Voters litigation has demonstrated,

15      the legislature is either unwilling or unable

16      to meet its constitutional duty and draw fair

17      districts for Floridian voters.  In my closing

18      seconds I'd like to cover some of the important

19      features of this independent re-districting

20      commission which I will submit to you in the

21      coming weeks.  Commissioner Joyner will

22      probably many of these features as they were in

23      her bill from the legislature.  Voters from

24      previous two elections will not be government,

25      employees of government officials, be
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1      lobbyists, be party leaders, or involved in any

2      way or compensated in any way from a party, a

3      pac, a super pac, or any other political action

4      committee.  The standards and boundaries will

5      be that they will be meticulous, that they will

6      be as compact as possible, that it will be

7      drawn without favor or disfavor of any party.

8           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

9           MR. MOORE:  Thank you.

10           MS. ADACHI:  Hello.  My name is Luna

11      Adachi.  I am a proud U.S. citizen.  I'm a

12      member of JACL, Japanese American Citizens

13      League.  In 1926 Florida adopt the alien land

14      law into its Constitution.  In 1940 Japanese

15      immigrants land were taken by force -- are

16      located in Boca Raton Airport and in Florida

17      Atlantic University.  Florida is the only state

18      still have a Constitution with this -- racial

19      and discrimination language in that book.  On

20      behalf of Asian -- on behalf of Asian community

21      in Florida, we would like to regress Florida

22      Constitution Revision Commission to consider to

23      remove the racial discrimination -- of alien

24      land law from our Constitution, Article 1,

25      Section 2, basic rights.  Thank you.  God bless
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1      you.

2           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.  Neva Goller,

3      Teresita Miglio, and Deltravis Williams.

4           MS. MIGLIO:  Good evening.  This is

5      Teresita Miglio.  Mr. Chairman and members of

6      the commission, I'm a spokesperson for the

7      Christian Family Coalition of Florida.  We

8      represent half a million members and we are

9      pro-life and pro-family voters.  I am here to

10      talk about Article 1, Section 23, an area that

11      seems to need -- needs to look at so that we

12      can correct something that has been done that

13      is against what it -- the original intent was.

14      And I don't want to repeat myself, I just want

15      to -- because I know a lot of people have

16      talked about it, but I just want to bring a few

17      things.  And I have left this out with you so

18      you can read the -- the tool of what I'm

19      bringing.  It is clear that the original intent

20      of the privacy clause was to protect its

21      citizens and residents of this country from

22      intrusion of the government into their

23      informational privacy.  The right to privacy is

24      clearly about documentation, information, and

25      privacy.  More clearly stated, the right not to

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

69

1      be spied on by the government.  This is even

2      more urgent and others have talked about

3      because of the increase in technology how this

4      is now very prevalent and so easily done.

5      So -- but in 1989 our Florida Supreme Court

6      decided to falsely and capriciously interpret

7      Article 1, Section 23 to apply to abortion and

8      to open the door to allow minors without the

9      consent of their parents to have abortions.

10      This clearly undermines our democracy.  The

11      deliberate intention of a few to subvert and

12      ignore the will of voters must be solved.  I

13      escaped from a country that does just that.

14           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.  Is Neva Goller in

15      the room?  Go ahead, Mr. Williams.

16           MR. WILLIAMS:  Good evening, commission.

17      Deltravis Williams.  I too am a super voter

18      citizen in South Miami.  But I'm also a 6th

19      generation Floridian and I -- and I'm going to

20      give you a little history lesson.  1868, I

21      believe, our Constitution was written.  My

22      great grandfather was a slave and for me to be

23      standing here 100 -- almost 100 years later,

24      200 years later in front of this commission, it

25      is to me humbling.  My great grandfather which
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1      was a slave, my grandparents were -- croppers,

2      they moved here in 1950.  Why am I telling you

3      all of this?  It's important for our commission

4      to reflect the vast diversity of this state.  I

5      was kind of worried like all the way here

6      because I didn't know who was on this panel,

7      but when I saw Senator Smith and Senator

8      Joyner, my spirits lifted up.  Restoration of

9      rights, something a lot of people talked about.

10      But what is troubling to me is here in Florida

11      a lot of my people -- I say my people, I mean

12      the African American community, have a great

13      deal of trouble trying to get their rights.

14      When I register voters, and I registered

15      thousands of voters over of the years, the

16      first thing I get from my people is -- is I

17      can't get my rights back because I'm waiting on

18      the government.  We have independent

19      commission.  Politics needs to be out of this.

20      I mean, these people have served their time in

21      jail and they get out, they have bad enough it

22      is trying to get a job, but they can't get

23      their rights back.  I mean, come on.  We're

24      tired --

25           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.
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1           MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you very much.

2           MS. GAMEZ:  Manuel Gutierrez, Roberto

3      Velez, and Professor Jorge Malagon-Marquez.

4           MR. GUTIERREZ:  I don't know if I can go

5      after Deltravis, but I'm going to try.  My name

6      is Manuel Ernesto Gutierrez.  I'm here today as

7      a veteran, a father, and proud Floridian.  Our

8      state Constitution gives you an immense power

9      to review our charter.  My theme for you today

10      is impartiality and to make Floridians lives

11      better.  You should strive to make gains so the

12      Constitution for Floridians and -- I charge you

13      to look at revisions that disenfranchise,

14      oppress, or left behind Floridians like the

15      1968 criminal disenfranchisement provision of

16      voters.  Disgregation -- Constitution provision

17      by some accounts have left 1.6 to 2.3 million

18      voters in Florida without the right to vote.

19      That's about 10 percent of the population.

20      We're only one in five states that still has

21      this segregation era provision in our

22      Constitution.  And with all due respect to

23      Mississippi and Georgia, we cannot lag behind

24      the past homes of segregation.  As

25      commission -- as a commission, please bring us
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1      to the 21st century.  I implore you.  This is

2      the greatest sin in our Florida's Constitution,

3      and you have the power to fix it by putting it

4      on the ballot.  Floridians will thank you for

5      generations to come.  My daughters will.  Thank

6      you.

7           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

8           MR. VELEZ:  Mr. Chairman, members of the

9      commission.  I am Roberto Velez with the

10      Christian Family Coalition of Florida.  We

11      represent over 500,000 pro-life voters in the

12      state and we are here to address Article 1,

13      Section 22, privacy clause of the Florida State

14      Constitution.  Although the original intent of

15      the privacy clause was to protect the people

16      from government surveillance, the courts have

17      misconstrued this article and have erroneously

18      applied it to the issue of abortion.  And have

19      therefore tied the hands of the people and

20      their elected state representatives to enact

21      public policy addressing this crucial issue.

22      For example, the Florida state legislator

23      recently enacted a 24 hour waiting period

24      before an Abortion.  This is a reasonable law

25      adopted by 27 other states and upheld by the
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1      U.S. Supreme Court as constitutional.  However,

2      due to the misinterpretations to the privacy

3      clause in our state Constitution, this bill

4      which has been approved by the state legislator

5      and signed by the governor has been upheld by

6      the state supreme court -- held up by the state

7      supreme court.  We respectfully request that

8      you remedy this situation by allowing the

9      people of Florida to clarify in the state

10      Constitution that the privacy clause does not

11      address the issue of Abortion.  Thank you.

12           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

13           MR. MALAGON-MARQUEZ:  Mr. Chairman,

14      commissioners, my name is Jorge

15      Malagon-Marquez.  I'm a professor of history

16      and social science in U.S. Government at

17      Miami-Dade College and I am here representing

18      the Miami-Dade College Republicans.  Thomas

19      Jefferson said that enlightened citizenry is

20      indispensable for the proper functioning of the

21      republic.  Unfortunately most of my students

22      have little or no knowledge of U.S. history or

23      of our glorious system of government.  This is

24      especially true of our immigrant students.

25      Therefore I encourage all of you who are
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1      carrying on Jefferson's legacy today to enact a

2      constitutional amendment requiring freshman and

3      women in our colleges and universities to take

4      at least one course in U.S. history and one

5      course in U.S. government so that we can get

6      our republic functioning properly again.  Thank

7      you.

8           MS. GAMEZ:  Giancarlo Espinosa, Patricio

9      Moreno, and Beatriz Martinez-Penalver.

10           AUDIENCE:  Can you repeat the names?

11           MS. GAMEZ:  Giancarlo Espinosa, Patricio

12      Moreno, and Beatriz Martinez-Penalver.

13           MR. ESPINOSA:  Hello, everyone.  I'm

14      Giancarlo Espinosa and I drove from Key West,

15      Florida, so I'm going to make this good.  We

16      need to stop preventing citizens of the United

17      States of America from participating in the

18      political process.  People who have paid their

19      debt to society deserve their right to vote.

20      Everyone knows that a disproportionate number

21      of minorities are affected by this.  This

22      clearly allowed the voting population to be

23      determined and undermined by racism.  Florida

24      we need to stop preventing a population of our

25      citizens from expressing their political views.
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1      Yes, I'm talking about felons who have paid

2      their debt to society.  We need to open the

3      primaries in the State of Florida.  This is

4      about a third of voters never getting a chance

5      to get to vote for the candidate that they

6      like.  If I ever ran for office, I would feel

7      truly guilty looking at people in the face and

8      telling them that you have to join one of the

9      two major political parties in order to ever

10      have better chances of seeing me on the general

11      ballots.  Believe it or not, there's a very

12      good reason that people especially in this day

13      and age are not wanting to join one of your

14      political parties.  We need to open the

15      primaries.  We also appreciate that you're

16      taking time to meet with the public, but after

17      this tour we don't know what proposals you

18      intend to put forward.  This reminds me a

19      little bit of the fair districts public

20      hearings where no maps were shows.  We were

21      told that there were no maps, but we later

22      found out that the maps had already been drawn.

23      Will you have public hearings around the state

24      so we can comment after you have decided what

25      proposals you are considering?  And can you
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1      please Facebook live stream?  It's so easy guy.

2      Phone.  Thank you.

3           MS. MARTINEZ PENALVER:  Good evening,

4      everyone.  My name is Beatriz

5      Martinez-Penalver.  I'm a psychotherapist with

6      over 25 years of experience in mental health

7      and I'm here to propose that emotional literacy

8      becomes an integral part in education.  I

9      always tell people that in the many of mental

10      health, I've never had a patient who came into

11      my office depressed because they forgot about

12      trigonometry from 9th grade, or anxious because

13      they don't remember who fought in World War I.

14      The reasons they come in depressed are other

15      reasons that we never teach in schools.

16      Depression, suicide is the 10th leading cause

17      of death in the general population and is the

18      third leading cause of death in children.

19      Substance abuse is another reason why they come

20      into my office.  In the past 6 years, heroin

21      has become the -- the death of heroin causes

22      have quadrupled in the past 6 years.  So we

23      have these horrendous statistics going on, and

24      we still do not integrate emotional literacy

25      into the school system.  I think it's the right
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1      for every child to know how to be happy.  In

2      Harvard in 2006 the class that was packed all

3      the time was a class on how to be happy.  I

4      think it's right for us to teach children and

5      give them the skills to do that.  I propose

6      that this commission will be the one to really

7      push humanity forward because I think that if

8      Florida becomes a state that will teach

9      emotional literacy that other ones will follow

10      and maybe other countries will follow, and I

11      really believe that this will be how we change

12      the world.  Children are about 25 percent of

13      our population, but they are 100 percent of our

14      future.  Thank you.

15           MS. GAMEZ:  Patricio Moreno.  Maria Noya,

16      Christine Florez, and Pastor A.D. Lenoir.

17           MS. MORENO:  My name is Patricio Moreno

18      and I am here to ask you to restore, please,

19      the right to vote to citizens that have paid

20      their -- to society for their mistakes.  It's

21      really, really important for more than half a

22      million Floridians that need to vote, need to

23      voice their -- their rights.  So thank you very

24      much.

25           MR. FLOREZ:  Good evening.  Thank you very

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

78

1      much for being here.  And I'd like to thank my

2      fellow Floridians for taking the time to come

3      and speak with you today and participate in

4      this very important process.  My name is

5      Christine Florez.  I am a resident of Miami

6      Beach and I am a voter.  I'm very concerned

7      about our communities.  And I agree with some

8      of the subjects that spoke today, was the

9      restoration of felon rights is very important,

10      as well as maintaining a separation of church

11      and state.  But I would like to speak to the

12      issue of home rule.  I live in a county that is

13      going to be facing increasing issues along the

14      lines of sea level rise, income division, as

15      well as housing shortages.  Home rule is one of

16      the ways that we can impact these pressing

17      social issues in our communities, but we are

18      being preempted on some of them by the state.

19      So I think that we should restore, and

20      maintain, and encourage even more so that local

21      communities particularly in South Florida which

22      is the most populous and one that is going to

23      impact the future of this state the most.  We

24      should not delegate the responsibility to the

25      legislature which is heavily represented by the
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1      northern part.  And I'm denigrating them, but

2      they don't live in South Florida.  They are not

3      facing the problems that we are facing in an

4      urban center, highly educated, with sea level

5      rise, income divide, and other pressing social

6      issues that must be addressed by local

7      solutions that understand the problem and that

8      we can address them quickly, effectively, and

9      efficiently in terms of money.  So we should

10      not be preempted by other parts of the state

11      who may not understand what our problems are.

12      So I encourage and I -- in fact I encourage

13      very strongly that you support home rule in

14      allowing our local communities decide their

15      future.  Thank you.

16           MS. GAMEZ:  Maria Noya, Pastor A.D.

17      Lenoir, Farbod Tehranian, Dorrit Marks, and

18      Lisa Austin.

19           MS. AUSTIN:  Good evening.  Hi, I'm Dorrit

20      Marks and I have been working on democracy for

21      many, many years in many countries for the U.S.

22      government and also locally with the League of

23      Women Voters.  And I ask you to think about

24      voting as a pillar of our democracy, but at the

25      same time I think we have really done some
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1      spectacular work in Florida in passing the fair

2      district rules and I ask you not to change them

3      because I think they're working.  Florida is

4      now a model in our state and in our country.

5      Thank you very much.

6           MS. AUSTIN:  Hi, my name is Lisa Austin.

7      Thank you for the opportunity to speak.  I have

8      lived in Florida for 45 years, so I consider

9      myself a native.  I've watched the state change

10      drastically in that time, both for good and for

11      bad.  Despite our considerable growth and the

12      influx of people form all over the globe, we

13      often still hold on to a very provincial world

14      view in our politics.  Your job is immense.

15      You can chose to guide Florida to the next step

16      or to hold us hostage to a misguided nostalgia

17      and extremist political views.  Florida will

18      only move backwards if extremism continues to

19      guide our legislative process.  The people of

20      Florida have made it clear, they want fairness

21      and openness in government and that starts with

22      elections.  We need to make it easier for

23      people to vote.  We need online

24      registrations -- we need online registration

25      which exists in 34 states and saves money and
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1      voter registration costs.  We need open

2      primaries.  We need to restore voting rights

3      for people who have served their time and

4      returned to their communities as law abiding

5      citizens.  We need the continuing support for

6      fair voting districts.  And ultimately we need

7      a drastic overhaul of our campaign finance

8      rules.  The people of this state are unified by

9      one overriding concern, that special, powerful

10      interests and wealthy donors make the rules and

11      the will of the citizens are ignored.  We see

12      it time and time again in the legislature which

13      is beholden to those who pay to play,

14      particularly with such powerful lobbies as the

15      NRA, FPL, and the sugar industry.  There are

16      many ways to address campaign finance reform,

17      and many good citizens care about this, but it

18      should be at the very top of your list for

19      creating a fairer and equitable political

20      system for all Floridians.  I'd like to think

21      this commission is truly independent and above

22      politics as usual.  Maybe that's a fairy tale,

23      but I'd like to appeal to your better angels.

24      You have the ability to make this Constitution

25      a reflection of fairness and empowerment for
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1      all citizens.  Please do so.

2           MR. TEHRANIAN:  Good afternoon,

3      commission.  My name is Farbod Tehranian.  I

4      have voted in every election since I've

5      registered at age 18 and one thing that's

6      always bothered me every election is the fact

7      that we live in a closed primary state.  To me

8      that is a very anti-democratic system.  And I'm

9      very grateful to say that I actually work for

10      an organization called Progress For All that

11      actually recently conducted a statewide poll

12      with open primaries, a national leader on

13      election form, as well as Florida Fair and Open

14      Primaries, a grass roots organization dedicated

15      to enacting open primaries in Florida.  So a

16      couple of stats from this poll, which you guys

17      can check out at Progressforall.org if you want

18      some proof, 74 percent of Floridians want

19      independent voters, 74 percent.  That's 27

20      percent of the Florida electorate.  That's a

21      large chunk included in primary elections.  And

22      73 percent of Floridians, now this includes

23      super majorities of republican, democrat, and

24      independent voters, want the Constitutional

25      Revision Commission, you guys, to put an open
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1      primaries initiative before the voters.  That's

2      the people talking, that's not just me.  Also,

3      73 percent of voters believe tax payers funded

4      primaries should be open to all voters.  Now,

5      the parties have asserted that as private

6      associations they should determine who can and

7      cannot participate in primary elections.  You

8      know, I could understand that argument, that's

9      a fair argument I'd say.  But primary elections

10      are paid for by Florida tax payers and

11      administered by state and local election

12      agencies, so that argument is null and void in

13      this state, okay.  So, you know, I bring this

14      up because we just dealt with a crazy 2016

15      presidential primary election which drew claims

16      of a rigged, quote, unquote, process and sought

17      26 million independent voters across this

18      country, you know, and that includes 3.5

19      million Floridians that were unable to

20      participate in voting.  That's not democracy

21      guys.  We can do better than that.

22           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

23           MR. TEHRANIAN:  And we should do better

24      than that.  And really quick just to piggy back

25      on some other people --
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1           MS. GAMEZ:  If we can give more time to --

2           MR. TEHRANIAN:  Sure.

3           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

4           MR. TEHRANIAN:  No problem.

5           MR. LENOIR:  Good evening.  I'm Pastor

6      A.D. Lenoir, Sr.  I understood that you all

7      called my name, but I was stuck traffic.  I

8      definitely wanted to say good evening of course

9      to all of, you and I wanted simply let's

10      reverse this hijacking of Article 1, Section 23

11      that was intended by its author and voters who

12      adopted it for informational privacy and not

13      for Abortion.  We must protect the life,

14      liberty, and the pursuit of happiness of all of

15      our children.

16           MS. GAMEZ:  Juan Escano, George Cavros,

17      and Lottie Garcia.

18           MR. CAVROS:  Good evening, commissioners.

19      Thank you for making the trip to South Florida.

20      My name is George Cavros.  I'm a long time

21      South Florida resident.  The population in

22      South Florida is about 6 million people,

23      between the 4 counties, it's one third of the

24      population of Florida.  I know you're holding

25      two meetings here, but that honestly really
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1      isn't enough to provide access to everybody to

2      come and talk to you, so I hope you'll revisit

3      South Florida again before you make any

4      proposals public.  I also want to echo calls

5      for open meetings and also open records.  Now,

6      in the substantive nature, I'm here today

7      mostly to ask you to not to mess with the

8      judiciary.  I'm asking you not to engage in

9      proposals that will pose judicial term limits.

10      There is no state of the union that imposes

11      judicial term limits.  Florida will be the

12      first.  The reason there are no states is

13      because it's a recipe for disaster.  There --

14      you will not be able to track brilliant legal

15      minds that have successful practices if they're

16      going to know that they're going to be booted

17      off the bench in one or two terms.  You're

18      going to lose experienced judges just as those

19      good judges are getting ready to become great

20      judges.  You're going to have inexperienced

21      judges in there which will lead to inconsistent

22      decisions.  It will create a lot of confusion.

23      Our supreme court decides on life and death

24      decisions.  We need experienced judges in

25      there.  Now more than ever we need an
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1      independent judiciary.  A term limits would be

2      a punitive attack on the judiciary.  They do

3      not legislate.  They apply the law to the past

4      and made decisions.  Sometimes the legislature

5      doesn't like those decisions.  That's fine.

6      But don't be punitive and please do not put out

7      a proposal that would impose term limits on our

8      judiciary.  Thank you.

9           MS. GARCIA:  Hello.  I'm Lottie Garcia.

10      I'm a Miami-Dade resident.  And Miami I think

11      should be considered ground zero for climate

12      change effects.  This is what I told my

13      daughter, if I die, sell the house.  Article 2,

14      Section 7 of the Florida Constitution loosely

15      addresses the protection of natural resources

16      and scenic beauty.  We are the most vulnerable

17      state to sea level rise, but we are 26 in use

18      of solar energy.  We spend 100,000 per day

19      buying fossil fuel from other states, but

20      ironically we are the sunshine state.  So here

21      are several things or several suggestions:  We

22      can put a price on carbon and share fees with

23      the citizens, we can mandate that energy

24      companies assist Floridians to reach goals for

25      renewable energy, tax incentives could help us
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1      reach those goals, we could remove restrictions

2      on individuals and businesses producing and

3      sharing energy, help implement pace, actually,

4      the Miami Herald had an article about how

5      that's -- they're trying to even make it more

6      difficult to -- mandate a hole to -- create

7      alternative transportation network that is

8      carbon free, work with cities to come up with

9      building codes that save energy in new

10      residential and business construction, preserve

11      the Florida aquifer, reserve -- I'm sorry --

12      revive the Florida Sea Level Risk -- I mean,

13      Rise Task Force, basically we must prepare for

14      the inevitable sea rise.  Thank you.

15           MS. GAMEZ:  Juan Escano, Greg Bloom,

16      Alejandro Munoz-McKearney, and Carlos Morlaes.

17           MR. MUNOZ-MCKEARNEY:  All right.  Well,

18      thank you to Chair Beruff and to the

19      commissioners for allowing me the opportunity

20      to speak.  My name is Alejandro

21      Munoz-McKearney.  I'm a sophomore at FIU and

22      board member of Engage Miami.  There are two

23      topics I would like to register my support for

24      in the event of any present or future amendment

25      initiatives.
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1           Number one is not allowing the Florida

2      legislator to increase their ability to preempt

3      laws of cities across our state.  I truly see

4      city government as the most local means for

5      citizens to engage with their government and

6      enhance our communities socially, economically,

7      and culturally, and should be given

8      independence to support the interest of the

9      residents.

10           Number two would be to eliminate voters

11      enfranchisement in any and all forms by

12      promoting digital voting and no longer leaving

13      the rights of felons on the side of the road by

14      not allowing them to vote.  We need to make

15      civil liberties a thing again.  Thank you.

16           MR. BLOOM:  Thank you, chairman and

17      members of the commission.  My name is Greg

18      Bloom.  I'm speaking just a concerned Florida

19      resident.  My earliest awareness of what it

20      means to be a Florida resident was 25 years ago

21      during Hurricane Andrew, that's when I learned

22      how vulnerable we are to the courses in our

23      environment.  Many of my schoolmates' families

24      lost their homes and their livelihoods, and

25      after Andrew, my community in Pinecrest rallied
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1      together to help people who lost those homes

2      and more, but we had and still have an

3      unusually deep pool of resources at our

4      disposal and few neighborhoods are so lucky.

5      Millions of people in South Florida and across

6      the state are much more vulnerable to the

7      effects of natural disaster and environmental

8      disruption.  Now, I know that we need

9      politicians in our state are, let's say, humble

10      about their lack of scientific expertise.

11      These politicians seem weary of committing to

12      any course of action that might protect Florida

13      residents from the potentially devastating

14      effects of climate change.  I understand that

15      they may be subject to the interests of their

16      donors.  Unfortunately our states Constitution

17      is subject to the will of the people.  So I

18      think we can set aside questions of whether the

19      scientific consensus on climate change is total

20      or merely overwhelming.  We can't predict the

21      future.  But we can agree that all humans

22      deserve to live with dignity and respect, and

23      that in times of crisis, we are all dependents

24      upon the order presented by a competent and

25      responsive government.  Therefore in
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1      recognition that our fundamental human rights

2      become only more important in the face of

3      ecological uncertainty, I submit to you that

4      the State of Florida should ensure that all

5      residents facing environmental disruptions

6      should have adequate access to healthcare,

7      housing, food, clothing, and water, the basic

8      needs to live with dignity and respect.  Thank

9      you.  I also support -- for all and electoral

10      districts to be drawn by an independent

11      commission.  Thank you.

12           MS. GAMEZ:  Carlos Morales, Elkin Espinal,

13      Joshua Ho, and Martin Culver.

14           MR. CULVER:  You want to go first, man?

15           MR. ESPINAL:  I'm going to do it in

16      Spanish, and so I warn you.  Good afternoon, my

17      name is Elkin Espinal and I'm a pastor in the

18      City of Miami.  We represent 450 churches and

19      we're involved in -- Espinal.  We represent a

20      community of principles and values and our

21      desire is that the privacy clause be changed to

22      it's original intention which was to take care

23      of the privacy of the citizens.  From 1989 the

24      State of Florida has used it so that our minors

25      abort without the consent of their parents.
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1      Our community and many who are here would not

2      like for daughters or our -- granddaughters to

3      abort without our consent.  It's been something

4      very painful and we would like for the clause

5      to return to it's original intent.  Thank you.

6           MR. CULVER:  Hey, how's it going?  My name

7      is Martin.  I'm a junior here at FIU.  I guess

8      I'd like to start off by saying I only learned

9      about this 48 hours ago which I think is kind

10      of ridiculous.  I think we should have been

11      noticed -- notified a little earlier in

12      advance.  A couple of things I'd like to talk

13      about.  I guess I'll start with open primaries.

14           We're just 1 of 14 states that have closed

15      primaries.  This past election, for example,

16      3.2 million registered independent voters in

17      Florida were barred from voting.  That's a

18      quarter, that's 25 percent of the state's

19      registered voters which is kind of insane if

20      you ask me.

21           And, let's see.  Oh, I guess let me then

22      talk about the ban on fracking.  First and

23      foremost, we're destroying in environment, but

24      economically speaking it's not a very smart

25      thing to do either.  We're the sunshine state
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1      for God's sake, we should probably be promoting

2      solar energy here.

3           And, I guess, on a last note just to

4      balance out the pro-life, pro-choice debate

5      we're having in here, as a man I don't think I

6      should have a say in what women should do with

7      their body.

8           MR. HO:  Good evening.  My name is Joshua

9      Ho.  I'm a former Miami-Dade County Public

10      School of 13 years at North Miami Middle and at

11      North Bay Middle, and currently the program

12      director at Miami-Dade County Asian American

13      Advisory Board.  One of the duties that we

14      Asian -- for is to build bridge between

15      community and government and to encourage

16      active participation of Asian Americans in

17      Miami-Dade County and South Florida in civic

18      and community affairs.  Let me stop by saying I

19      love my country, I love my state of 35 years,

20      my county, and my students.  And I know that

21      you all feel the same sentiments as I do.  I'd

22      love to bring to your attention to Section 2 of

23      Article 1 of our Constitution.  I'm asking that

24      through your strong support that we, our great

25      State of Florida, finally remove the phrase,
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1      except that the ownership inheritance

2      disposition and possession of real property by

3      aliens ineligible for citizenship may be

4      regulated or prohibited by law.  On behalf of

5      all Asian community in Florida, we are strongly

6      request and we're challenging you to change the

7      Florida CRC to consider the removal of racial,

8      discriminatory, vestige alien land law found in

9      Section 2 of Article 1 from our Constitution of

10      Florida.  Thank you.  Once again, God bless

11      you.

12           MS. GAMEZ:  Thomas Breslin, Catherine

13      Bosworth, and Nicolas Gutierrez, Jr.

14           MR. BRESLIN:  Good evening, commissioners.

15      My name is Thomas Breslin.  I'm a professor of

16      politics and international relations here at

17      FIU where I've taught for 40 years.  I want to

18      urge you to maintain strongly the separation of

19      church and state that's present now in our

20      state Constitution, Article 1, Section 3.  This

21      has served us very, very well for many, many

22      decades.  And in this age of intense sectarian

23      conflict, and disagreement, concern about

24      differences in religion, it's going to be even

25      more important in the future and deserves
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1      protection in the constitutional rewriting

2      process.

3           I'd also like to address something else

4      which is very, very important as we try and

5      provide a uniform high quality education in a

6      state that's very much taxed from time to time

7      by budget shortfalls and budget constrictions,

8      and that is that we maintain a uniform high

9      quality system.  One system, a uniform system

10      of education, public education throughout the

11      state.  Thank you very much for your attention.

12           MR. GUTIERREZ:  Good evening.  My name is

13      Nicolas Gutierrez.  It's an honor to be here.

14      I appreciate this important forum.  I'm here

15      representing today the so-called Finish the Job

16      Committee which consists of about over 60 water

17      experts, marine biologists, and other folks

18      that have been intimately involved in Florida's

19      water policy over the last several decades.  I

20      myself served as chairman twice and was three

21      times appointed by Governor Jeb Bush to

22      represent Miami-Dade County to the South

23      Florida water management district's governing

24      board.  While we are not asking for any

25      specific constitutional revision in our case,
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1      there -- this is an important forum and there

2      has been several references to the so-called

3      polluters pays amendment to the Constitution, a

4      natural resources section of our state

5      Constitution, and the Everglades agricultural

6      area.  So for that reason I think it's

7      important that the state's water experts have

8      come out publically and forcefully against the

9      so-called Senate Bill 10 and we do believe that

10      this properly belongs in the legislative

11      sphere, but we think that Senator Negron and

12      House Speaker Corcoran legislation which has

13      been scaled back a couple times already to

14      basically commit over a billion dollars of

15      state funds to build a massive reservoir south

16      of Lake Okeechobee that would require the

17      acquisition of over 65,000 acres of highly

18      productive agricultural layer is misguided on

19      many levels.  First of all, there's plenty of

20      land already in that Everglades agricultural

21      area for which there are not funds to build

22      projects on.

23           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

24           MR. GUTIERREZ:  So we believe that it's

25      important that we follow the science and we
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1      don't get distracted from our -- restoration

2      program and we finish the job accordingly.

3      Thank you very much.

4           MS. BOSWORTH:  Hi, my name is Cathy

5      Bosworth and I'm from Islamorada in the

6      beautiful Florida keys, and I'm a proud public

7      high school teacher retired.  And after that --

8      all in South Florida, and after that I stayed

9      out -- and went back and started teaching in

10      community college because I love young people

11      and I love to work with them.  I've spent a

12      lifetime with young people and I want to talk

13      to you about a glitch that I see in our voter

14      registration system.  When my own children were

15      in high school, at the end of their government

16      class their teacher would register them to vote

17      and I thought that was a wonderful thing.  It

18      was the culmination of their class.  But now I

19      see that at Coral Shores High School the

20      government teacher is not allowed to register

21      her students to vote even though she would

22      really like to.  The only person in Monroe

23      County who can register students to vote is the

24      supervisor of elections who -- for 120 miles,

25      that's a long way to go to register students,
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1      and it doesn't happen very often.  I think that

2      government teachers should be allowed to finish

3      their course with an invitation to their

4      students to become part of the community of

5      voters and I don't see why that was ever

6      changed, and I'd like to propose an amendment

7      to change it back.  Thank you very much.

8           MS. GAMEZ:  Commissioner Daniella Lavine

9      Cava, Gerald Cope, Jr., and Felicia Robinson.

10           MS. CAVA:  Good evening, commissioners.

11      Thank you very much for coming to South Florida

12      for this important occasion.  I think it's very

13      aspiring to have so many members of the public

14      here today to speak about their concerns, and

15      every 20 years, that's very important, so I

16      thank you for your attention to everybody's

17      issues.  And I'm here to speak briefly on four

18      matters.  I'm the county commissioner for

19      district 8 which is South Dade, shared with

20      Commissioner Moss, district 9, and very, very

21      proud to be here.

22           First of all, basic rights of all

23      Floridians.  Article 1, Section 2 on basic

24      rights says that all natural persons are people

25      before the law.  And the declarations of
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1      Section 2 are in direct conflict with Section

2      27 which deprives certain Floridians the right

3      to marry.  Section 27 was also rendered

4      unconstitutional and should be removed from our

5      document.  Additionally, all Floridians are

6      citizens of the United States and should have

7      the right to vote.  Florida is only one of a

8      handful of states that does not automatically

9      restore voting rights to its citizen.  And

10      unsurprisingly, according to the -- charitable

11      trust has the largest percentage of

12      disenfranchised citizens in the entire nation.

13           The people of Florida should have the

14      explicit right to a clean environment in which

15      to live and work.  A right to clean air to

16      breathe and clean water to drink should be a

17      basic right for all Floridians.  And that we

18      should recognize that the waters of Florida

19      belong to the people of Florida and cannot be

20      owned by anyone but the state and local

21      governments.

22           That was my first point.  My second point

23      is preservation of citizen's initiatives in the

24      Constitution.  Besides those provisions in the

25      Florida Constitution found by the U.S. Supreme

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

99

1      Court to contradict -- or found by the supreme

2      court to contradict the U.S. Constitution any

3      amendments that were passed pursuant to the

4      voters of the state should remain untouched.

5           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

6           MS. CAVA:  My third point is preservation

7      of home rule of the Miami-Dade government.

8      I'll be very short.  We have a home rule

9      charter, we have a charter reform commission.

10      We've asked for a member of the Dade delegation

11      to participate and we'd like it to be honored.

12           And finally, renewable energy requirements

13      and preserve the right to self generate.  So

14      this has been found to be the law here through

15      the Constitution, but we're one of only 13

16      states --

17           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

18           MS. CAVA:  -- that doesn't have a

19      renewable energy goal.  Thank you.  I have

20      copies for you as well.  Thank you.

21           MR. COPE:  Hi, I'm Gerald Cope.  I'm an

22      attorney in private practice in Miami, but

23      previously I was a judge in the Third District

24      Court of Appeals which actually is physically

25      located not far from here where I served for 22

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

100

1      years and I served as chief judge of that

2      court.  My speculation is that sometime in the

3      next year and a half this body will be asked to

4      consider a proposal to impose term limits on

5      judges.  I am here to tell you that based on my

6      experience as a judge, I would urge you not to

7      adopt such a proposal.  I have left with the

8      staff a letter which outlines my reasoning in

9      more detail thank I have time to give here, but

10      quickly, four points.  One, being a judge is a

11      profession like any other profession, and with

12      time and experience you learn the job better,

13      you do it better, you do it more effectively.

14      One of the term proposals that's been voiced is

15      a 12 year term.  That would put judges in a

16      position where they're just hitting their

17      stride and they're out the door replaced with

18      someone who is a beginner.  A corollary of

19      that, when you're trying to recruit judges

20      either to run or to be appointed, you would be

21      put in a position where you would be talking to

22      an attorney with a thriving practice with

23      clientele saying, gee, we'd sure like for you

24      to run for judge or be appointed judge for this

25      temporary judicial position, you can close up
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1      your practice, you can lose all your clients,

2      you go get to be a judge for 12 years or

3      whatever the number is, and then you get to go

4      back to practice and start over again.  It

5      would absolutely kill the ability to recruit

6      talented people.  Third point, the most

7      important term limit provision is the ballot

8      box.  Judges are up for election every 6 years.

9      It is the people's choice.  If a judge is doing

10      a good job, it is the prerogative of the

11      citizens to keep them.  If the judge is doing a

12      bad job, it is their prerogative to oust them.

13      And quickly, as a previously speaker said, no

14      state in the United States does this.  There is

15      a limited section for non-lawyer probate judges

16      in New Mexico.  Apart from that exception, the

17      experience and the entire rest of the country

18      has no term limits for judges, even in states

19      that have term limits for the governor or term

20      limits for the legislature.  Thank you so much

21      for your --

22           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.

23           MS. ROBINSON:  Good evening.  My name is

24      Felicia Robinson and I'm counsel for the City

25      of Miami Gardens.  On behalf of my city and a
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1      list of counties across the state, I am pleased

2      to be here today and share a unified message.

3      The sunshine state has 412 cities, towns, and

4      villages, each one different from the next.

5      But one thing all the cities have in common is

6      the commitment to the home rule as known as

7      local control.  Preserving the home rule is a

8      top priority for the Florida League of Cities,

9      and the Miami-Dade League of Cities, and for

10      the City of Miami Gardens, and for me

11      personally.  As a local elected official I have

12      seen the importance of local government and

13      first hand experience of what it can do.  In

14      the City of Miami Gardens we're a city of just

15      14 years old, and with being there, we've been

16      able to increase our economics, the health

17      culture in our -- in the community, and the

18      education.  Our understanding of the unique

19      needs of our community coupled with our ability

20      to act swiftly allows us to reach a resolution

21      in timely matters.  We -- the local resources

22      that we have, we solicit for our public

23      feedback, and ultimately craft a solution that

24      will benefit our residents for years to come.

25      This example with so many others that shows how

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

103

1      effective local government is for all

2      individuals.  As a member of the Florida League

3      of Cities and a member of the Miami-Dade County

4      League of Cities, I'm proud to say that our

5      organizations have been unified in this voice

6      from municipal government for the nearly -- for

7      the future.

8           I also would like to lend my support for

9      uniform education.  I am also an educator and

10      it's very important that across the state and

11      across this country that we have a uniform

12      education for our kids.  And then also I do

13      support us having restoration rights for

14      convicted felons.

15           MS. GAMEZ:  Thank you.  And with that,

16      we're going to take a five minute break.  Mr.

17      Chairman, five minute break?

18           MR. BERUFF:  Yes.

19                     (Thereupon there was a brief

20                     recess and the proceedings

21                     continued as follows:)

22           MR. SMITH:  If we could start taking our

23      seats, please.  We are scheduled until 8:00

24      o'clock, however we will go until all the

25      speakers -- so if we can start taking our seats
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1      we can get started gain.

2           As mentioned before, I'm Commissioner

3      Smith, former state senator from Broward

4      County.  I mention to say I will mess up a lot

5      of your names, so please charge it to my head

6      and not my heart.  We're going to start with

7      Danielle Goodman, then Teresa Enriquez, and Dr.

8      Maria Peiro.  Danielle Goodman, Teresa

9      Enriquez, and Dr. Maria Peiro.

10           MS. GOODMAN:  Good evening, commissioners.

11      I ask you to include a constitutional right to

12      vote in Florida and for that right to be

13      guaranteed and protected.  I ask that felons

14      who have completed their sentence have their

15      voting rights restored unconditionally.  I note

16      that at least five commission members who would

17      be interested in private for-profit education

18      in some form and therefore want to stress that

19      we need a uniform, efficient, safe, secure and

20      high-quality public education system as

21      provided in Article 9.  To ask for fair

22      redistricting standards and to defend the right

23      to privacy as it is currently set out.  Thank

24      you.  Danielle Goodman.

25           MS. ENRIQUEZ:  Good evening.  My name is
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1      Teresa Enriquez.  I'm the executive chief

2      assistant at the Miami-Dade Public Defender's

3      office.  I'm here on behalf of Carlos Martinez,

4      our public defender who would have loved to be

5      here tonight addressing the CRC, but

6      unfortunately he's out of town.  I am here to

7      ask this commission to put before Florida

8      voters an amendment removing the last two

9      sentences of Article 1, Section 12 of the

10      Florida Constitution.  These sentences state

11      that the rights conferred by Section 12 must be

12      construed in conformity with the 4th amendment

13      to the United States Constitution as

14      interpreted by the United States Supreme Court.

15      Articles or information obtained in violation

16      of this right shall not be admissible in

17      evidence if such articles or information would

18      be inadmissible under the decisions of the

19      United States Supreme Court construing the 4th

20      amendment to the United States Constitution.

21      These two sentences minimize Florida's

22      independence in our federal structure by

23      preventing Florida from serving as a, quote,

24      laboratory democracy.  This phrase point by

25      Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis recognizes
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1      several great assets of our federal system.

2      Not all solutions can be applied nationally.

3      The sovereign states are and should be entitled

4      to test remedies to social -- on a local level.

5      And what is best for one region of the United

6      States is not necessarily best for others.

7      These powerful arguments in favor of federalism

8      are explicitly rejected by the last two

9      sentences of the Florida provision.  Floridians

10      have a strong history of opposition to

11      unreasonable and unnecessary government

12      intrusion in our daily lives.  What works in

13      California, Montana, New York, or Washington

14      D.C. doesn't necessarily work here.  We should

15      not limit our freedoms to the minimal standards

16      of the federal 4th amendment as told to us by

17      the U.S. Supreme Court.  We should instead

18      proudly assert our independence and the right

19      to be our own masters.  Thank you very much.

20           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  We have Dr. Maria

21      Peiro, Charles Fischer, and Maria Luisa

22      Castellanos.

23           MS. PEIRO:  Good afternoon.  Dr. Maria

24      Peiro.  I am here to propose an amendment to

25      make e-verify mandatory in the State of
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1      Florida.  There is certainly a case to be made

2      to have this amendment placed on our ballot.

3      Consider these findings.  About one in 5

4      Miami-Dade households lives in poverty.

5      Miami-Dade leads the pack nationally on the

6      poverty scale.  Only about 40 percent of the

7      county's population earns enough to live

8      comfortably.  And about 149,000 children lived

9      in poverty in Miami-Dade in 2013.  The before

10      mentioned findings are pertinent to our

11      amendment because low wages, unemployment, and

12      poverty in Miami-Dade are directly product to

13      the law of supply and demand.  There is a

14      direct link to the large influx of illegal

15      labor as the cost for wage depression and

16      unemployment.  The group most negatively

17      affected by illegal labor are low skilled

18      workers, and many of whom who are Black or

19      Hispanic, and many of whom are -- legal

20      immigrants.  It also drives up welfare and

21      Medicaid numbers, and the tax payer is left to

22      foot the bill for more social services.

23      Mandatory e-verify will help improve job

24      opportunities and wages for the legal residents

25      of Florida by screening illegal workers out of
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1      our workforce.  As a summary of our amendment

2      reads, effective on July of the year following

3      passage of this amendment by the voters, all

4      Florida employers who hold business licenses

5      shall verify the employment eligibility of all

6      new employees to the U.S. Department of

7      Homeland Security's e-verify system.  Our

8      proposed e-verify amendment has already been

9      approved by the State of Florida.  The format

10      and the wording has already been approved.  As

11      you travel throughout our state, you will hear

12      from other citizens in other parts of Florida

13      who support our e-verify amendment.  It is my

14      hope that you will seriously consider placing

15      this work -- amendment on the 2018 ballot --

16           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.

17           MS. PEIRO:  -- and finally give the voters

18      of Florida an opportunity to decide.  I left

19      hard copies of the amendment for you up front.

20      Thank you.

21           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.

22           MR. FISCHER:  Hi, my name is Charles

23      Fischer.  I live in Miami Beach.  Thank you

24      guys first in the meantime listening to

25      everyone.  I -- I'm speaking on three voting
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1      issues.

2           One, repeating my support for the

3      automatic voting -- restoration of voting

4      rights for people who have previously been

5      convicted of felonies.  And an interesting data

6      point on that is 25 percent of all adults in

7      this country who are not able to vote live in

8      the State of Florida.  It's a -- black mark on

9      our democracy.

10           Two, I'm strongly support of strengthening

11      our -- voting districts in Florida.  That is --

12      a lot of people have said that already.

13           And a third point which is -- all right,

14      it's a little off the wall, but in Miami-Dade

15      County we do -- we have run off voting which

16      prevents people from getting elected with the

17      minority support.  It also is the way people

18      vote in Louisiana.  And just in 2016 the State

19      of Maine decided to switch their voting to

20      instant run off voting as well.  So instant run

21      off voting prevents any -- winning without

22      receiving majority support in the polls.  So no

23      ones is going to win with 40 percent vote.  You

24      can get -- basically you'd have to get forward

25      of 50 percent.  It encourages candidates to
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1      adopt positions outside of the political party

2      which reduces partisanship.  I think that's a

3      position across the entire state and across the

4      political spectrum.  And most importantly, it

5      shows that it reduces -- or it increases voting

6      participation by the general public.  So again,

7      it's the future of voting.  It's how Maine is

8      doing it now as of last year.  The State of

9      Louisiana does a little bit slower version of

10      it.  And here in Miami-Dade we have run off

11      voting as well.  So I ask you guys to consider

12      and support instant run off elections to make

13      Florida a leader in the electoral process and

14      not where we are today.  Thank you.

15           MR. SMITH:  We have Maria Castellanos,

16      followed by Claudia D. Pedra (phonetic) -- I'm

17      sorry, I couldn't read that -- Claudia

18      Southwest 124th Street, and Robert Horton.

19           MS. CASTELLANOS:  Hi.  Mr. Chairman and

20      commissioners, my name is Maria Luisa

21      Castellanos and I've lived in Miami-Dade County

22      for the last 41 years.  I came from Cuba as a

23      child in 1961 and I lived in Saint Louis,

24      Missouri, in Rindge, New Hampshire, and Athens,

25      Alabama.  I went to high school in Macon,
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1      Georgia and then I went to Georgia Tech.  I'm a

2      practicing architect and adjunct professor at

3      Miami-Dade College.  And I tell you all this

4      because I think public education is so

5      important.  My parents paid for private

6      catholic schools in high school.  We lived in

7      Macon and not in Cochran, Georgia so that so

8      that I could go to this catholic school.  But I

9      think it's really, really important that we

10      preserve our public school system.  We cannot

11      afford to drain the money that goes to the

12      public schools and public colleges and instead

13      give it to charter schools and to other for

14      profit schools or any other school, any

15      catholic school or denominational school

16      because honestly all those different schools I

17      went to, I was always a top student.  But why

18      was I top student?  Because my parents cared.

19      In my house there was magazines, and books, and

20      all kinds of stuff.  So that is really the

21      important thing.  It's -- that the children

22      have access to other resources, not to put them

23      in a different school.  If they want to do

24      that, if the parents want to put their children

25      in a catholic school, fine, let them pay for
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1      it, but we cannot not afford to take the money

2      away from the public school system.

3           Two more things.  I just want to say

4      quickly that I really think that we need to

5      preserve home rule.  And that we also need to

6      have the independent redistricting commission

7      for fair housing -- for fair voting districts.

8      I think that's very important.  Thank you.

9           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  We have Patrick

10      Jovanov and --

11           MR. HORTON:  Yes, hello.  Good night -- or

12      good evening, excuse me.  My name is Robert

13      Horton.  I'm 47 years old, I'm a husband and a

14      father of 3 daughters.  I got two points

15      tonight.

16           The first one is about the Abortion issue

17      for minors.  If one of my daughters came to me

18      at any time and said, you know, daddy, I'm

19      pregnant, that alone is bad enough.  But then

20      to come home one evening and find out my

21      daughter just had an Abortion and I don't know

22      anything about it, my wife doesn't know

23      anything about it, that would crush us,

24      completely crush us.  So I believe that

25      resolution is whatever it may be.  It needs to
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1      change, okay.  The parents need to know what

2      our children are going through and be part of

3      that and have a say so in their lives.  All

4      right, that's the first one.

5           The second thing, I am Miami-Dade County

6      worker.  I work at MIA, Miami International

7      Airport.  I'm a hydraulic mechanic and also I

8      am part of the union.  Now, I probably

9      represent millions of union workers here in the

10      State of Florida.  We are high quality

11      technicians, electricians, whatever type of job

12      that is done by county workers, whether it be

13      the airport, the seaport, teachers, our

14      firemen, our policemen.  We work at these jobs

15      for the benefits of collective bargaining,

16      okay.  If it wasn't for collective bargaining,

17      our employers could fire us at any minute, they

18      could take away all of our benefits that we

19      enjoy, that we raise our children on, that we

20      have a pension.  We have benefits that when we

21      retire, we can retire comfortably, not

22      extravagant.  We're just asking for a civil

23      type of retirement when we get to that age.

24      But without collective bargaining, and I've

25      seen it, I have friends, I have family who work
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1      jobs that there is no collective bargaining and

2      they walk on eggshells every single day of

3      their life when they go to work.  They don't

4      know if they're going to have a vacation, if

5      they're going to have a sick day, if they can

6      have, you know, any type of job the next day

7      without collective bargaining.  So that's why

8      it's so important in the State of Florida to

9      maintain it.

10           MR. SMITH:  Thank you, sir.  We have

11      Patrick Jovanov, Dwight -- Senator Dwight

12      Bullard, and Brett Rothfield.

13           MR. JOVANOV:  Patrick Jovanov, Pompano

14      Beach, Florida.  Florida is number 1 for

15      incarcerated children on death row.  Florida

16      has over 400 death row inmates who were

17      children when they were convicted.  The

18      overwhelming cause of these horrific acts and

19      events are intentional and deliberate

20      government policies.  Deliberate policies to

21      deny and deprive children of education and

22      social development.  Deliberate policies to

23      alienate parents, deprive children of available

24      instructional material.  In 1974 at Pompano

25      Beach High School I had to steal my books.  I
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1      had to sign for the books.  Books that my

2      school administrators threw away into the

3      garbage before I could get to them.  Today in

4      2017 in Pompano Beach nothing has changed.  My

5      children and thousands of other children in

6      Pompano are still denied and deprived of

7      available material.  Florida is number 40 in

8      per child school spending.  According to

9      Superintendent Carvalho, the U.S. is number 27

10      in academic standing.  I ask this commission to

11      examine child abuse in Florida.  Thank you

12      kindly.

13           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.

14           MR. BULLARD:  Former state Senator Dwight

15      Bullard.  Good to see a few of my former

16      colleagues up there as well.  Simply put, is

17      that accurate a little weird being on this side

18      of this mic in the sense that you really get to

19      see the level of bias as it pertains to

20      education.  And I hate to be that guy, but I'm

21      going to be that guy for the moment.  There are

22      no former public school teachers on this panel,

23      there are no former principals, college

24      professors, et cetera.  But you do have a

25      handful of folks directly involved with the
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1      charter industry, directly involved with

2      privatization of education, directly involved

3      with 100 percent voting records on

4      privatization of education on this panel.  So I

5      say that to those that are not.  That do have a

6      level of empathy for the public school system.

7      That uniformity does not, I repeat, does not

8      deal with universal voucher systems.

9      Uniformity is in fact public, public, as an

10      open access uniform the ability for all folks

11      to access regardless of disability or in

12      occasion gender or race.  And I want to spend a

13      couple seconds talking about that because every

14      20 years the Constitution Revision Commission

15      comes around and I would argue that decades

16      after decades after decades of doing this

17      process that it was viewed through a very

18      particular racial lens on some of the

19      decisions -- put into this Constitution,

20      including the provision put in 1868 that

21      prohibit the voting rights of folks who have

22      returned as citizens.  What I would say to you

23      all up here is you all have a responsibility,

24      almost if you will a constitutional

25      responsibility to be very particular about
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1      making right the wrongs that the Florida

2      Constitution has done to people of color, to

3      women, to the disabled and making sure that any

4      provisions in there that have racial overtones

5      or undertones are rooted out.  Thank you so

6      much.

7           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.

8           MR. KRUPPENBACHER:  Mr. Chairman.  Mr.

9      Chairman.  Mr. Chairman.

10           MR. SMITH:  Yes.

11           MR. KRUPPENBACHER:  Could I just say one

12      thing?  I'd just -- for the record, there are a

13      number of us that have been college professors

14      on this panel, there's our commissioner of

15      education that's been a longstanding educator,

16      there's a chairman of the State Board of

17      Education, so this panel has both by the

18      government, the senate, and the house quite a

19      diverse group of people with backgrounds very

20      sensitive to education.

21           MR. SMITH:  We have Brett Rothfield, Rosa

22      Maria Olsen-Barbara, and Carlos Condarco.

23      Brett Rothfield, Rosa Maria Olsen-Barabara, and

24      Carlos Condarco.

25           MS. OLSEN-BARBARA:  Good evening -- thank
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1      you.  Mr. Chairman and members of the

2      commissions, thank you so much for allowing me

3      to speak and participate tonight.  My name is

4      Rosa Maria Olsen-Barabara.  I am the mother of

5      two children with autism.  And the reason why

6      I'm here is that my friend, Craig, he didn't

7      have time to finish.  He's very emotional as I

8      am too.  I would like for your consideration in

9      the Article 1, Section 2.  Your consideration

10      of including -- when we talk about

11      disabilities, we're just in general disability,

12      to give the same right to everyone in our State

13      of Florida whether they are able or disabled no

14      matter who they are.  Their life is precious at

15      any time, any point, no matter what ability.

16      So I thank you very much for your consideration

17      tonight.

18           MR. CONDARCO:  Good evening, my name is

19      Carlos Condarco.  Thank you for letting me

20      address you this evening.  Personally I am

21      concerned about possible influences that can be

22      brought to fair on elected officials who are on

23      this commission.  While your ethical rules

24      provide that commissions members cannot take

25      anything of value from someone lobbying an
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1      issue, there is an exception for campaign

2      contributions.  So that means legislators and

3      other elected officials might be tempted to

4      vote on issues based on whether their votes

5      will yield campaign contributions.  That is why

6      this is supposed to be a citizen's commission.

7      Your ethical rules should be changed so that

8      legislators or other elected officials cannot

9      take campaign contributions from any person or

10      organization lobbying an issue before this

11      commission.  Thank you.

12           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  Brett Rothfield,

13      Mitchell Hanan, and Stephen Bittel.  Brett

14      Rothfield, Mitchell Hanan, Stephen Bittel.

15           MR. HANAN:  I'm not Brett, I'm Mitchell.

16           MR. SMITH:  Which?

17           MR. HANAN:  Mitchell Hanan.

18           MR. SMITH:  Yes, sir, you may.

19           MR. HANAN:  First, thank you all for

20      listening.  We're here, we're concerned and we

21      need action.  My opinion, there is no issue

22      more profound, more important than our fight to

23      preserve our democratic ideals which are under

24      attack by the gerrymandering practices we have

25      long seen in Florida and in the United States.
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1      We currently reside in a country whose

2      executive leadership was not elected by a

3      majority and a whose legislative majority party

4      did not receive the majority of the votes.

5      It's upside down.  It's a perversion of

6      democracy because we allow our politicians to

7      chose their voters, rather than having the

8      voters chose the politicians.  Cliche, but

9      true.  Florida has our fair district rules

10      which encourage better districting.  We all owe

11      an incredible debt to the League of Women of

12      Voters for carrying their crusade all the way

13      to the Florida Supreme Court and winning the

14      battle for our state's citizens.  The good is

15      the enemy of great, and in this case the rules

16      on the books are good.  As we have seen the

17      process the League of Women Voters went through

18      was costly and arduous, we cannot fight that

19      fight again, much less continue to fight the

20      fight on a continuous basis.  We shouldn't need

21      to rely on organizations as wonderful as the

22      League of Women Voters fighting this battle for

23      the judicial branch.  Additionally we saw the

24      response of the legislature who past SB 352.

25      This law was no more than a public chastising
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1      of the judicial branch.  And not only did it

2      clear the unruliness of the legislature who

3      adhere to the principles of fair districting,

4      but also created genuine hurdles which could

5      very well prevent this process from being

6      successful in the future.  I never complain

7      without offering a solution, and I believe that

8      an independent redistricting committee is the

9      answer that we need.  We cannot be legislators

10      versus citizens or legislators versus the

11      judiciary.  I do not blame legislators for

12      trying to keep their jobs, but we must create a

13      new independent and non-partisan committee to

14      draw registered lines.  There are currently 21

15      states already using independent redistricting

16      committees.  They're all seeing success in

17      making elections more competitive and

18      legislative bodies that are more representative

19      and accountable to their citizens.  I'm

20      thankful to live in a state that is already on

21      the right path -- fair districting rules in the

22      Constitution, but ask that we not rest on

23      our -- or fall behind in the cause.  We must

24      continue to lead and push for even better rules

25      to guarantee that all of my fellow Floridians
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1      are fairly represented in our districts.  We

2      can do this by ensuring an independent and

3      non-partisan redistricting committee.  Thank

4      you.

5           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  We have Stephen

6      Bittel, Juan Carlos Porras, and Bleston Wright.

7           MR. BITTEL:  Thank you members of the

8      commission for giving me this opportunity to

9      speak.  My name is Stephen Bittel.  I am the

10      chairman of the Florida Democratic Party.  I'm

11      also a native of Miami and a product of our

12      public schools in Miami years 1 through 12.

13      I'm here to ask you to consider the abolishment

14      by constitutional amendment of the death

15      penalty.  This is a historic and barbaric

16      punishment that every study ever done has shown

17      that it has 0 deterrent value, that it prevents

18      families from getting closure on their deep

19      emotional rulings associated with the crime.

20      The implementation of the death penalty

21      typically takes 20 to 30 years if ever at all

22      versus a life sentence with no possibility for

23      parole.  We'll save our criminal justice system

24      a fortune, reducing the burden to our society,

25      as well as providing immediate closure.  We
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1      have all read articles over our lifetime of

2      someone incarcerated for 20 or 30 years and we

3      later learn that new evidence comes out that

4      shows they are not guilty.  Who are we as a

5      society as Floridians or as Americans to take

6      someone else's life?  We are better than that.

7      And you are in a unique position to abolish

8      this once and for all and bring us into the

9      modern era as so many states have done before

10      us.  Thank you.

11           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  We have Juan

12      Carlos Porras, Bleston Wright, and Tom

13      Terwalliger.

14           MR. PORRAS:  Good afternoon, ladies and

15      gentlemen of the commission.  My name is Juan

16      Carlos Porras.  And I am a direct impact of

17      charter schools and school choice.  I am now a

18      sophomore here at FIU and I am now the chairman

19      for the FIU College Republicans here on campus.

20      Now, coming from a low income household, I know

21      firsthand what it is to struggle through a

22      professionally failing public school.  And if

23      it wasn't for my parents, you know, instilling

24      the will in me and putting me into a charter, I

25      wouldn't know where I would be today.  So I
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1      would just like to ask the commission to, you

2      know, keep charter schools.  Now, we're not

3      asking to defunct public schools, not

4      whatsoever.  We simply want to have the choice

5      to have our students even go to a public school

6      or have the choice go to a charter school.

7      Now, another point I wanted to touch on was

8      class size.  The Florida Constitution has a

9      part where it says there could merely be a

10      class of 18 for a certain school level.  Now,

11      I'm not sure where that number was based upon.

12      I'm not sure why each class number of 18 would

13      excel more than a class of 19, so I ask the

14      commission to review that part of the

15      Constitution.  And I just wanted to let

16      everyone know that school choice is here to

17      stay and we should let the parents and teachers

18      in our community know what's best for the

19      education of our children.  Thank you.

20           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  Bleston Wright,

21      Tom Terwalliger, and Ollie Lee Taylor.

22           MR. WRIGHT:  Hello and good evening, my

23      name is Bleston Wright.  I wanted to first

24      thank you for being here.  I know it's pretty

25      far for some of you.  I came here to initially
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1      speak about one issue and during the course of

2      this proceeding, I actually brought three

3      things I want to talk about.

4           The first thing is 20 years before we can

5      do this.  There's got to be a way that we can

6      make this a little bit shorter than that, I

7      mean, like 10, maybe 5 years.  That doesn't

8      make any sense.

9           The second thing I wanted to talk about is

10      the primaries, the open primaries.  I want to

11      see if there was a way that we can add this to

12      the Constitution where independents like me

13      would have the ability to vote for people that

14      may not necessarily be in the -- a particular

15      party or whatever.

16           The third thing that I wanted to talk

17      about is the felony or felony

18      disenfranchisement for the State of Florida

19      which I think is completely ridiculous.  I can

20      say personally that I have been very lucky as a

21      child.  I had made a mistake and luckily I got

22      in front of the right judge and they allowed me

23      to rectify that.  There are a lot more

24      Americans who do not have that ability and, you

25      know -- I live in Homestead.  I've been here --
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1      I've been in Florida since 1989 and I could say

2      that had I not had the chance that I had, I

3      would not be where I am.  And I don't think

4      that it's right to lock people up and not give

5      them -- I mean, you already have a strike on

6      your record once you have a felony.  It doesn't

7      make any sense to push that any further and to

8      say that you can't vote and you can't do

9      anything else about it.  So thank you very much

10      for your time.  Have a good evening.

11           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  Tom Walliger.

12           MR. WALLIGER:  Thank you.  And you got it

13      right.  My name is Tom Walliger.  I'm from

14      Pompano Beach, Florida.  The American's for

15      Disability Act is not, again, I say, is not an

16      enumerated power of the U.S. Constitution.

17      Regulations of persons with disabilities not

18      being an enumerated power falls to the state.

19      It is the state's right and duty.  The Florida

20      Constitution must reaffirm its claim of state's

21      rights and sovereignty and supercede the

22      Federal Americans for Disability Act.  This

23      action will allow Florida counties and cities

24      zoning, planning, and code enforcement over

25      sober homes with reasonable regulation and
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1      protecting the local neighborhoods and

2      protecting the disabled person's in those

3      homes.  Sober homes are a major problem in

4      Florida.  Many claim they are exempt from all

5      Florida law because they are regulated by the

6      Americans for Disability Act under the U.S.

7      federal government.  I ask this commission to

8      please realize the Florida Constitution is

9      in -- is in fact the superceding power because

10      it is not an enumerated power for the Americans

11      for Disability Act.  Please stand up as a

12      commission, reaffirm the fact that Florida has

13      a right to regulate sober homes, protect its

14      citizens, and maintain its constitutional

15      authority.  Thank you.

16           MR. SMITH:  We have Ollie Lee Taylor,

17      Andrea Reategui, and Juan Igorzabol.

18           MR. TAYLOR:  This is Ollie Lee Taylor.

19      Good evening.  I wold like the Constitution

20      Revision Commission to consider setting up an

21      independent commission with districting the

22      U.S. House of Representatives, and the Florida

23      Senate, and the Florida House effective 2022

24      after the 2020 census.  Also, it -- it needs to

25      be set up in a way that the current legislators
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1      can -- as it -- committee.  It should be truly

2      done in that matter.  Voter registrations and

3      access to the suffrage should -- restrictions

4      on that should be lowered.  That means

5      automatic return of voting rights once felons

6      have completed their sentences.  Also, I would

7      like for -- to cut off registration access to

8      the books 10 days before the elections instead

9      of the current 29 to 30 days we have.  Let's

10      move it back to 10 days.  Other states have

11      successfully done that, including the very

12      large complex state of California, so I'm sure

13      if they already have it.  What the elect -- in

14      advance means we have today we can keep

15      accurate record keeping that moves towards

16      doing that as well.  Also, I would like to have

17      restrictions on trust funds and restrictive

18      funds.  I would like them to be in prohibitions

19      that they cannot be subverted.  In other words,

20      if voters and -- amendments provided funds for

21      the Everglades, of various aspects of housing,

22      that the money for that purpose be used for

23      that purpose.  It shouldn't be subverted of the

24      programs undermine going around.  The

25      legislature shouldn't have power to go around
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1      and subvert this, that this -- voted and it was

2      understood what this would cost in terms with

3      the budget.  That's something that the voters

4      who did it, they need to understand what it

5      costs in the budget and be well prepared to pay

6      the taxes and fees as a result of this.  I

7      would like those things enacted and put into

8      place.  Thank you very much.

9           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  We have Andrea, we

10      have Juan, and then Lai Eng.

11           MS. REATEGUI:  Good evening --

12           MR. SMITH:  Could you step close to the

13      mic and pull it down a little?

14           MS. REATEGUI:  Sorry -- before -- my heart

15      right now.  So I'm just a concerned Florida

16      citizen.  I'm going to blast through a lot of

17      this because you guys I'm sure have heard from

18      many people the same thing over and over.  So

19      one of the things I would like to take into --

20      I only heard about this 3 days ago.  So there's

21      a way to -- I'm sure there is -- to publicize

22      this a lot better the next time it comes

23      around, you know, since it's only once every 20

24      years, that would be fantastic.

25           Closed primaries, I love them open.  I am
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1      not democratic nor republican, so I can never

2      vote in them and it really bothers me that I

3      cannot vote in them.

4           I used to be a teacher.  I stopped being a

5      teacher because I could not handle the class

6      sizes.  They do say that you have to have an

7      average of certain number of students, but I

8      would have one class where it was honors and I

9      would have very, very small class sizes under

10      20 children, and then the next class would be a

11      regular class and I'd have over 30 children in

12      that class.  I can't do that.  Stopped being a

13      teacher, became a photographer.

14           My study though is marine biology, so this

15      next point touches very close to home.  I was

16      born and raised in Miami and I've worked in the

17      Everglades as research for a research company

18      and I'd be three hours into the Everglades on

19      an airboat or by a helicopter and I'd come

20      across a plastic grocery bag.  If we could work

21      on banning plastic grocery bags, that would

22      also be amazing.  The main reason for that is

23      they end up in the ocean, turtles eat them

24      confusing them for their main pray, jellyfish.

25           And the last point is solar power.  In the
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1      proposal HV 1351 there was too much language

2      verbatim placed in it by FPL.  No large

3      electric company should have that much say or

4      any say in putting solar power, especially when

5      their interest is not in that.  They may be

6      wanting to do something now, but they are only

7      making it more difficult for companies who want

8      to finance solar electric equipment to someone

9      else who would like to have it on their own

10      home or a company who would like have it.  If

11      we can make that more open to Florida citizens,

12      that would be great.

13           MR. SMITH:  Thank you so much.  Before --

14      I just want to go again, Brett Rothfield --

15      Brett Rothfield and Claudia who lives on

16      Southwest 124th Street -- okay.  Go ahead, sir.

17           MR. IGORZABOL:  Hello, my name is Juan

18      Igorzabol.  I am a student at FIU, and even

19      though I was born in Argentina, I was raised

20      most of my life in Miami and consider myself an

21      American.  I agree with past speakers that we

22      should allow a felon to be able to -- to have

23      their right to vote.  I wanted to be able to

24      talk more about the issue.  Number 1, the

25      government has to affirm our right, not give us
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1      our rights.  This is why I agree with the

2      Miami-Dade history professor that we should be

3      aware of what the history of the United States

4      and government we have.  In the Declaration of

5      Independence Thomas Jefferson said that we hold

6      these truths to be self-evident, all men are

7      created equal, that they are endowed by their

8      Creator with a certain unalienable right, that

9      among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit

10      of happiness.  This is a key issue that our

11      founding fathers supported this in case of any

12      tyranny from the government.  Which is why if I

13      go on Twitter and disagree with President

14      Trump, I will not get my First Amendment

15      removed.  The same has to be able to account

16      people who even -- committed felonies.  For

17      example, I've been working -- I worked in many

18      churches and I've seen that many pastors even

19      have cleaned up, have a good life that they

20      can't be able to vote, and I find this to be

21      extremely unconstitutional.  The second issue

22      about the giving felons the right to vote is

23      about racism.  Even though 10 percent of felons

24      live in Florida, 1 out of 4 people who are

25      African American in Florida can't be able to
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1      vote.  Why?  Because of the felony charges

2      that -- to face.  And so this will keep

3      continue over and over again because they don't

4      have a voice about their issues.  And lastly, a

5      big problem that I see is that this issues

6      seems to be very polarizing.  I don't

7      understand it at all.  I'm also part of the

8      College Republicans Club -- many republicans as

9      most conservatives supported these things.  The

10      history of the republican party was found upon

11      the idea that we should be able to allow people

12      to have certain alienable rights.  The founder

13      of the tea party, for example, Ron Paul also

14      supported this because he was skeptical of

15      government intervention in our lives.  And even

16      though people might say that giving felons the

17      right to be able to vote is some sort of

18      extremism, this is one of my favorite quotes

19      from Barry Goldwater, the founder of

20      conservatism, extremism in the defense of

21      liberty is no vice, and moderation in the

22      pursuit of justice is no virtue.

23           MR. SMITH:  Thank you, sir.  We have Lai

24      Eng, we have Victoria, several, and then Don

25      March.

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

134

1           MS. ENG:  Good evening.  Thank you,

2      chairman, and thank you, commissioners.  My

3      name is Lai Eng.  I am a FIU student, I'm a

4      sophomore, and I'm also student leader and

5      activist on campus and in my community.  First

6      off, I would like to say that my parents

7      immigrated from China to the United States

8      almost 50 years ago, and I was born and raised

9      here in Miami, Florida.  So all of the alien

10      land laws are now unconstitutional under

11      federal law, but they should be repealed; and I

12      am speaking about Section 2, Article 1 in the

13      Florida Constitution.  So in 1913 California

14      was the first to adapt the alien land law which

15      banned foreigners to become ineligible for

16      citizenship, to own or purchase any land or

17      property based on their ethnicity.  And so in

18      1926 Florida adapted the alien land law into

19      its Constitution.  After the election in 2008

20      Florida is still the only state to have a

21      Constitution -- of racial and discriminatory

22      language in the book, and a rule allowing

23      legislators to ban each of the immigrants from

24      owning land.  On behalf of half a million

25      Asians in Florida, we ask you to remove the
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1      following in the Section 2, Article 1:  Except

2      that the ownership inheritance, disposition,

3      and possession of real property by aliens

4      ineligible for citizenship may be regulated or

5      prohibited by law.  Let's be honest here,

6      discrimination is discrimination.  So why does

7      Florida's Constitution still allow the state to

8      prohibit foreign citizens from owning real

9      estate?  It is blatantly racist and we are in

10      the 21st Century.  This article -- this

11      statement in Article 1 is no longer necessary,

12      and it is not in accordance with federal law.

13           Also, if we want to talk about fewer

14      abortions occurring, the answer isn't blaming

15      women or shutting down health centers, the

16      answer is reformed sexual education that is

17      scientifically accurate, scientifically

18      accurate and inclusive of all people.  Thank

19      you.

20           MR. SMITH:  Thank you.  We have the last

21      three speakers, Victoria, several, Don March,

22      and then Mr. Garcia.

23           MS. GOODMAN:  Okay.  I'll make it short

24      and sweet.  Yeah --

25           MR. SMITH:  Your name, ma'am?
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1           MS. GOODMAN:  Oh.  My name is Victoria

2      Rivera.  I'm a constituent and I'm not getting

3      paid.  And I believe in -- I'm also pro-choice.

4      I believe that people should have their

5      privacy, and who am I to judge, who are we to

6      judge?  We -- like my friend Lai said, we need

7      to take care of this problem through sex

8      education and teaching all the ways so that

9      they can make these decisions themselves.  So I

10      don't believe in -- in entering -- like

11      imposing my beliefs on anybody else.

12           Also, I believe in the preserving the home

13      rule, voter registration rights, voting rights

14      for people who have served their time.  What

15      else?  Climate change is real, so we need to

16      take care of it.  And -- I forgot.  Okay.

17      There was something else.  Wait, wait, there

18      was something else.  Yeah, we need to make this

19      shorter, so every 10 years preferably, not

20      every 20 years, you know, so we can have some

21      transition.  All right.  Thank you.

22           MR. SMITH:  Don March.

23           MR. MARCH:  Hi, my name is Don March.  I'm

24      a native born Miamian, a product of the public

25      education system.  I'm a retired police
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1      officer -- divisional chief responsible for

2      some serious investigations in this community.

3      I'm here on behalf of my grandchildren.  I got

4      short notice on this.  I've read this

5      Constitution and I hope that throughout your

6      deliberations you're mindful of the preamble

7      where it says, to ensure domestic tranquility,

8      maintain public order, and guarantee equal,

9      civil, and political rights to all.  There's a

10      reason why we have our Constitution.  It's a

11      important document.  I've been listening to the

12      presentations.  I wholly subscribe to the

13      restoration of rights.  As a former police

14      officer, I believe people that go to prison and

15      do their time, have been adjudicated guilty,

16      when they come back, we need to do whatever we

17      can to make them functioning, contributing

18      members of society.

19           Anything -- before you on behalf of this

20      planet and our environment, especially with

21      some of the comments that other speakers have

22      mentioned about solar power, I would encourage

23      you.  We are a threatened state, we are a

24      threatened planet -- sit back in your

25      deliberations and think about what's best for
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1      all of us, and not people who would encourage

2      you to vote a certain way.

3           Terms limits for judges.  Experienced

4      judges are important.  I've had a lot of

5      experience with them.  The older the judge, the

6      better.  They're more economical, they know

7      what's going on, you know what to expect from

8      them, they move -- it's not only cost

9      effective, but they tend -- the manner in which

10      they conduct their business, it's -- for me,

11      from my personal experience, it's almost always

12      better than somebody that's new in the game

13      trying to get his or her feet wet and steps on

14      the landmines that all of us do when we start

15      something new.  I think it's an arbitrary

16      effort to seize control of the judiciary,

17      having already obtained the governorship and

18      the legislature is -- it's anti checks and

19      balances.

20           MR. SMITH:  Thank you, Mr. March.

21           MR. MARCH:  Thank you.

22           MR. SMITH:  Now, before our last speaker,

23      Mr. Garcia, I'm going to call one more time,

24      Brett Rothfield or Claudia.

25           MR. GARCIA:  Thank you.  My name is
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1      Jatniel Garcia, J-A-T-N-I-E-L, Garcia.  9,000.

2      That's the number that nationally Florida lags

3      in paying its teachers, $9,000.  I'm going to

4      give that a second.  We do not pay our public

5      teachers -- our public school teachers.  We're

6      $9,000 behind the national average.  Now,

7      Article 1, Section 6 under right to work, the

8      last line, public employees shall not have the

9      right to strike.  I want this removed.  I think

10      public teachers want this removed.  If we

11      can't -- if public education teachers cannot

12      strike, they will never bridge that gap.

13      Cafeteria workers, janitors, fundamental

14      employees in providing our children education

15      that they need.  The whole -- not just in the

16      classroom make below poverty level money in

17      some occasions.  So remember that number,

18      $9,000, that's what we're paying our teachers.

19      Do we value our children's lives?  Do we value

20      our children's education?  We've spoken a lot

21      here about education today, but if we're not

22      willing to pay our teachers, we're not willing

23      to pay the people who support our teachers,

24      then we're showing by action what we really

25      stand for.  $9,000.

              DOWNTOWN REPORTING, LLC.

                   (954) 522-3376



b3158bb0-6d11-4ef8-85fc-e808fcfa2282Electronically signed by Jesica Gutierrez (401-191-241-6271)

4/6/2017 CONSTITUTION REVISION PUBLIC MEETING

production@downtownreporting.com

Downtown Reporting

140

1           MR. BERUFF:  I'd like to thank

2      Commissioner Smith for wrapping up for us.  Is

3      there anybody else who would like to speak?

4           MS. FLOREZ:  I'm going to make a request

5      because this is very far away from Downtown

6      Miami and on --

7           MR. BERUFF:  Your name?

8           MS. FLOREZ:  -- hi, Christine Florez from

9      Miami Beach, and I would like to invite you

10      back to South Florida to come more closer to

11      the coast where most of the population lives.

12      FIU is very far and you are not getting people

13      elderly and young people who don't have cars,

14      so please come back.

15           MR. BERUFF:  Thank you so much.  Just

16      before -- request a motion to adjourn for the

17      evening, I'd like you to know there is a plan

18      to come back in the fall.  It is our plan to

19      come before we take any action and we start --

20      things that we believe should try to move

21      forward in the ballots, and you will have like

22      two more opportunities to address us with your

23      concerns.  I want to thank everyone for coming

24      this evening.  It is a great process, and I

25      appreciate you taking the time out of your
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1      lives to spend it with us this evening.  Thank

2      you.  I'm officiating a motion to adjourn.

3           COMMISSIONERS:  So moved.

4           MR. BERUFF:  Meeting is adjourned.  Thank

5      you.

6                     (This concludes the Constitution

7                     Revision Commission Public

8                     Hearing)
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